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PREFACE. 


ere DI O-O-wernence 


The aim of the writer of this little work 1s to 
indicate, in as few pages as possible all points of 
interest, and to give the reader a comprehensive idea 
of the city, and its historical surroundings I have 
visited almost all the important cities of Europe but 
preferred to write about this city as I find it to be 
the most charming and my stay here for some years 
has enabled me to study its places 


This little work 1s for circulation among my 
relatives and friends across the Seas. 


It would be ungrateful of me not to recognise 
here the facility I have received from the French 
Government by granting me the passports which 
were necessary for certain places, and not to 
express my deep sense of obligation to them for 
their kindness 


S B.K 


Paris, 


72, Nov, 1914 


DEDICATED 
TO 


my beloved friend 
LATE Mr. J. N. MOOLLA. 





“Thy leaf has perish’d in the green, 
And, while we breathe beneath the sun 
The world which credits what 1s done 


Is cold to all that might have been, 


So here shall silence guard thy fame, 
But somewhere, out of human view, 
Whate’er thy hands are set to do 


Is wrought with tumult of acclaim.” 


Paris, IgII. 


“IL N’Y A QU’UN PARIS.” 


(There ts but one Paris.) 


neat nl pA Gees 


‘*Not in any mother town 
With Statelier progress to and fro 
The double tides of chariots flow 
By park and suburb under brown 


Of lustier leaves , nor more content, 
He told me, lives in any crowd, 
When all 1s gay with lamps, and loud 
With sport and song, in booth and tent, 


Imperial halls, or open plain , 
And wheels the circled dance, and breaks 
The rocket molten into flakes 


Of crimson or 1n emerald rain ” 


PARIS, 1911, 





“IL N'Y A QU’UN PARIS.” 


(There ts but one Parts.) 


~PHpip— 


ARIS is the most interesting city in Europe 
hae the things of the mind and of taste 
have most place, where the wheels of life 
run most smoothly and pleasantly, where the graces 
and refinements and amenities of social existence 


‘‘)’Art des plaisirs fins’, are most highly developed 
and most widely diffused, 


It 1s a vast metropolis, in shape approaching the 
circle, having a circumference of nearly fifteen 
miles. According to the census taken in i1g11 (the 
year in which I first stepped in this charming city) 
the population was 2,846,986. It stands, no doubt, 
upon an important navigable river, the Seine. 
The site of Paris 1s in itself nothing more than 
one among the many little groups of willow-clad 
alluvial islets which are frequent among the upper 
riches of the river, It flows, a stream of arteria 
blood, through the very heart of Paris, and all around 
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it, restlessly, ceaselessly pulsating the life of the great 
city There are little steamers that are constantly 
plying up and down the river, There are floating 
swimming baths, all along the river. Every few 
minutes one sees, the steamers or crafts passing 
under one of the great bridges of Paris. Many of 
these bridges are named in commemoration of famous 
French victories, and some as the “Pond de |’Alma” 
for instance are adorned with statues of soldiers who 
took part in the battle from which the bridge takes 
its name _ All these bridges are brilliantly illumina- 
ted. You watch lights everywhere, for Paris 1s the 
most brilliantly illuminated city in the World. It 
became a hungry river eager for victims in the year 
Igto during the time of the recent inundations At 
that time, the waters rose to a phenomenal height of 
about thirty feet, 


PUBLIC GARDENS. 


A very attractively feature of Paris 1s its many 
public gardens such as “ Jardin des Tuileries, Jardin 
du Luxembourg, Parc Monceau, Parc des Buttes 
Chaumont, Jardin des Plantes, Jardin d’Acclimata- 
tion, Parc Montsouris &c &c.” These gardens are 
full of yoy and brightness of living, There 1s no place 
in the world where you find walks so fascinating 
as aramble through these magnificently laid out 
gardens, The French seem to be very expert in the 
art of laying out approaches, some of the fine 
examples of which are 1n the ‘“‘ Jardin des Tuileries” 
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and “Jardin dy Luxembourg”. All gardens are 
beautifully adorned with marble and bronze statues 
and fountains. In the ‘‘Jardin du Luxembourg,” 
we see the “Fontaine de Medicis” and also the 
‘“‘Fontaine de Léda” representing the metamor- 
phosis of Jupiter into a swan. All these gardens 
contain Tennis courts for the use of the public. 


The garden of “Parc Monceau” 1s a favourite 
resort for Parisian babies 1n the care of their nurses, 


The gardens of “Jardin des Plantes” and ‘‘Jardin 
d’Acclimatation’ are the zoological gardens of Paris, 
The latter are situated in the Bois out-side the 
skirts of the city. On entering one finds himself a 
handsome walk, 33 feet wide, which runs, round the 
whole garden, A great source of delight to Parisian 
Youths, here, 1s elephant and camel ride, or a drive 
in a Carriage drawn by astriches or lamas, etc. This 
garden countains a very large number of animals and 
birds of all kinds There is also a light steam rail- 
way, known as “Chemin de fer du Bots”, which runs 
from Porte Maillot to the garden through Bois. 


“Parc des Buttes Chaumont.” These are hilly 
gardens with a beautiful lake in the valley and pictu- 
resque suspension bridge connecting the tops of two 
hills over the lake, It 1s 210 ft.in length, One of 
the rocks in the lake is surmounted by a meniature 
temple, which commands an admirable view. The 
Parc 1s beautified by an artificial cascade falling 
from the height of about roo feet, 
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Parc Montsouris.— These are also hilly gardens 
with, beautiful lakes, fountains, and statues. 


BANDS IN THE GARDENS. 


The Military Bands play in all the gardens every 
afternoon in summer and they play excellent pro- 
grammes, The best of these bands 1s the world re- 
nown “Garde Républicaine”, the band that has won 
the gold medal few years back 1n the prize competi- 
tion of all the continental bands of Europe. 


Innumerable chairs are arranged for the comfort 
of the public and they could be had for a couple of 
sous or so The audience 1s very orderly and at- 
tentive and perfect silence 1s observed during the 
performances The band-stand of the garden of 
‘Jardin du Luxembourg” 1s very nicely situated in 
a grotto of tall trees, which adds greatly to the 
beauty and charm of musical performances, 


A WALK ON BOULEVARDS. 


The “Boulevards” (Grands Boulevards) are the 
most favourite places for walk, for Parisians and 
especially the foreigners, The broad sidewalks are 
crowded with people, and the whole of them are 
lined with splendid “cafés” which make a special 
feature of Parisian life, with white aproned waiters, 
cane chairs, and little marble topped tables, covered 
with all sort of drinks and surrounded by guests 
which shows as if all Paris 1s sitting at them, One 





PARIS — ‘bOULLEVARDS - 
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eats his ice or drinks his after-dinner coffee and a 
ceaseless, constantly-varied panorama moves by him, 
Here he seems to meet all the tribes of the earth in 
Paris, 


A WALK IN RUE DE LA PAIX. 


No where in the world 1s there to be seen a 
more animated throng of well-dressed men and 
women than in Rue de la Paix at six o'clock 1n the 
evening, the hour at which shopping in the ‘beau 
mode’ 1s at its height. To Parisians and to foreig- 
ners who love the gay French capital this is indeed 
the pre-eminent moment when streets and shops 
blazing with colour and light present to the onlooker 
a scene of magic splendour— the most striking 
evidence of the wealth and luxury of Paris. The 
incomparable jewellery in the shop windows of the 
great ‘byoutiers’ in this quarter, where almost price- 
less stones sparkle and scintillate under the dazzling 
brilliance of the electric lights, makes a specially 
strong appeal to the feminine element, The fur 
cloaks, the aigrettes, the unimpeachable hats and 
bonnets, and the pearl necklaces of the wearers all 
add their individual touches to the picture, in which 
the luxurious motor cars stationed at the edge of the 
pavement bulk conspicuously. The very dogs, decked 
out and carefully brushed and combed, are them- 
selves objects of no mean value, 


A WALK ON CHAMPS ELYSEES. 


‘Avenue des Champs Elysées” 1s the most beaut- 
ful and world renown avenue, It 1s a mile anda 
half in length, from ‘‘Place de la Concorde” to the 
“Arc de Triomphe” All the afternoon, the greatest 
number of carriages are to be seen in this beautiful 
avenue , There are broad side-walks, and squares 
with beautiful gardens, fountains, green turfs, and 
‘‘Tall trees, where are situated the “Cafés concerts” 
the theatres Guignoles”, the “Punch” of Paris, and 
the Marionettes, the delight of children, The thea- 


tres, “‘Marigny,” “Alcazar,” ‘Jardin de Paris” 
and ‘‘Ambassadeurs,” situated in this Avenue are 
the attractions of summer evenings ‘‘Avenue 


des Champs Elysées,” 1s continued by joining 
with another grand avenue ‘Avenue du Bois de 
Boulogne” which runs into the heart of the famous 
‘Bois de Boulogne,” on one side and ‘‘Avenue de 
la Grande Armée” on the other These avenues 
are the main artery for carriage traffic bet- 
ween the city and the Bois, and the procession of 
Carriages and automobiles on parade and race days 
is something to be remembered. 


A WALK IN BOIS DE BOULOGNE. 


The world renown Bois de Boulogne 1s situated 
on the out-skirts of the City It has an immense 
area and it consists of large tracts of woody growth 
in its wild and natural beauty. Up to the time 
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of the Revolution the Bois de Boulogne was little 
more than a wilderness, Napoleon I cut walks and 
avenues through it and caused trees to be planted 
so that it was already one of the most agreeable 
places in the neighbourhood The lakes, the grass 
plots in every direction and here and there wide 
lawns, give a softness to the general picture 
which has not its equalin any European capital 
Being at the very door of the Parisian, these 
woods afford a most salubrious recreation to 
him after a hard days work, in the summer months, 
On Sundays nearly every shady nook 1s occupied 
from early in the morning by holiday makers who 
group about in twos and threes, and at times in 
whole families, carrying with them baskets of pro- 
vision for their mid-day meal. Shady spots on the 
green banks, of the several natural lakes, in the Bois 
are very much sort after, and thus whole days out- 
Ing puts the Parisian in a fit condition to stand out 
the strenous labours of the week to follow On a 
fine Sunday afternoon the sight of hundreds of peo- 
ple amusing themselves in their own way affords 
plenty of food for reflection to a foreigner who might 
be strolling there Men all forgetful of their toils 
and cares, women shrieking with the hearty laughter 
peculiar to the french nation, girls in skirts, skeep- 
ing about, little rosy children feeding the ducks and 
Swans swimming about on the lakes, parties of 
boaters, rowing here and there on the green limpid 
waters, all these 1s a sight for the gods to enjoy. 
In the middle of one of these lakes, there is a beautiful 
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Island which harbours a renown restaurant with a 
beautiful garden frequented by fashionable Parisians, 
The approaches to the principal entrances are some- 
times so thronged with carriages, motor cars and 
bicycles, that 1t 1s only possible to proceed at a 
walk. The ‘‘Féte des Fleurs’, which takes place 
here on May 30th and 31st 1s a brilliant scene. 
There are also many roads in the Bois, reserved 
exclusively for cyclists. 


In winter when the cold 1s severe and when the 
lakes of this famous “Bois de Boulogne” are frozen the 
permission is granted by the authority for skating 
and ice promenading. A skating rink is made ina 
certain enclosure where thousands of people of both 
sexes old and young are to be seen skating amidst 
the sweet rhymes of the music. Inthe evening this 
rink and the surrounding restaurants are brilliantly 
illuminated, The rest of the lake 1s allowed free for 
skating and dense crowds on and arround the lakes 
are to be seen, the sight of which 1s something that 
one cannot easily forget. 


“Allée de Longchamps” which 1s also a very 
large plain where there 1s the Paris race-course 
ground, It is in this plain the grand military review 
is held every year on ‘‘Quatorze Juillet” (14th of 
July) their Republic day, The famous “Grand 
Prix” races are also run here every year. 
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THE SONG-BIRDS OF PARIS. 


Paris possesses the pleasure of the music of 
wild birds in 1ts public and private parks. Thisisa 
unique privilege for a great city It thus has within 
its bosom one of the chief joys of rural life, Nearly 
all the song-birds of France are represented in these 
open-air ‘“‘musicales” of the feathered tribe, One or 
two species like the canary dare nct quit the sunny 
south, and the skylark likes the liberty of the plains 
too much to pour forth its song in profuse strains of 
unpremeditated art even in the great parks of Paris. 


The favourite song-bird of Parisian parks 1s the 
nightingale It begins its song with the evening 
star, and goes to its nest at daybreak The female 
nightingale does not sing. In the great private gardens, 
in the Jardin des Plantes and fardin d’Accli- 
matation, in Pere Lachaise, in the Champs-Elysée, 
where elms and limes were planted in the seven- 
teenth century, 1n the Bois de Boulogne, with its two 
thousand two hundred and fifty acres, the loud notes 
of the blackbird ring out their delight in the morn- 
ing air of spring and early summer Parisian 
beauties go a bird-nesting in the less frequented part 
of the Bois, particularly to study the nest built by 
the blackbird. 


MAY MELODIES 


Chaffinches and goldfinches are quite in evidence 
in the groves of Paris, the latter being much appre- 
ciated for their beautiful and varied plumage as well 
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as for their sweet song Smaller than the night- 
ingale, but scarcely less appreciated 1n the glorious 
gardens 1s the black-head warbler. Its song is musi- 
cal and powerful. It sings in the summer’ The 
melody of its song makes even the merry month of 


May more enjoyable. 


The linnet and the redbreast are both good 
singers of gay Paris, and their songs are notable fea- 
tures in the bird concerts of the groves and gardens 


of the city, 


The twittering of the swallow as it flies from its 
straw-build shed is heard upon all sides, but its 
presence is welcomed more as a sign of spring than 
for its song One of the regrets of the Parisian is 
that the thrush does not stay in theirgardens This 
fine song-bird, not too wild for the suburbs, will not 
stay within the city limits It does, however, make 
an occasional descent upon the grapes which grow 
in some favoured spots of Paris, 


THE SPARROWS IN THE TULLERIES 


The beautiful gardens of Tuileries, so given 
over to children and their nurses, are almost entirely 
monopolised by sparrows and pigeons, And though 
the sparrows do not sing the Parisian like them 
because they keep in check a surplus ofinsect life, 
The bird-charmer Monsieur H, Pol, who spends 
his days and his dimes feeding the sparrows and 
pigeons in this garden, is one of the best beloved 


men 1n Paris. 
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Those who have not got up or stayed upto hear 
the song-birds of Paris have missed one of its chief 
charms 


L’ARC DE TRIOMPHE. 


“L’Arc de Triomphe’ ts one of the chief architec- 
tural glories of Paris, It 1s in the circle of “Place de 
Etoile’. It was erected in 1806 in the reign of 
Napoleon I in commemoration of victories gained 
under his command, of which the first stone 
was laid on the 15 th of August, the Emperor’s birth- 
day It 1s the largest archinthe world, being 160 ft 
in height, 164 ft 1n width and 72 ft. in depth. It 1s 
adorned with groups of sculpture representing scenes 
in the history of France, trom the breaking out of the 
Revolutionary War 1n 1792, until the peace of 1815, 
such as the departure of Troops in 1792, the battle 
of Aboukir, the defence against the invaders 1n 1814, 
etc, 


On the arch are inscribed more than 650 names 
of officers in the armies of the Napoleonic period. 


A fine bird’s-eye view can be obtained from the 
top of this arch, From the Place de 1’Etoile spring 
twelve fine avenues, like the spokes from the hub of 
a wheel and a view from the top of the arch gives a 
very good idea of the style in which modern Paris 
was mapped out in the early days, 
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L’'ARC DE TRIOMPHE 
DU CARROUSEL. 


“L’Arc de Triomphe du Carrousel’ was formerly 
the principal entrance tothe garden of ‘“ Jardin des 
Tuileries”. It was erected to commemorate the vic- 
tories won by Napoleon I, [lhe arch 1s perforated 
by three arcades, and embellished with Corinthian 
columns with bases and capitals in bronze support- 
ing marble statues representing soldiers of the empire 
The marble reliefs on the sides represent the battle 
of Austerlitz the capitulation of Ulm, the conclusion 
of the peace at Tilsit, the entry into Munich, the 
entry into Vienna and the conclusion of the peace 
at Presbourg. The arch 1s crowned by a Quadriga 
Triumph of the Restoration 


Here opposite this magnificent arch one 
sees the monument of Gambetta erected in 1886 
consisting of a lofty stone pyramid with a bronze 
group in high relief representing Gambetta (1838-82) 
as organiser of the national defence in 1870-71, At 
the sides are decorative statues representing Truth 
and Strength and on the top 1s Democracy (a maiden 
seated on a winged lion) The numerous inscriptions 
on the monument are chiefly passages from Gam- 
betta’s political -peeches. 
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GRAND PALAIS. 


The ‘‘Grand Palais” in the Avenue Nicolas II 
was built in the Exhibition Year of 1900, The exterior 
ornamental sculpture and general decoration are 
most elaborate It1is used every year for the exhi- 
bitions of Art, Trade, Automobile, Aviation and si- 
milar concerns requiring a large amount of space. 


PETIT PALAIS. 


The ‘‘Petit Palais” was also built in the Exhibition 
Year of 1900 1n the same avenue opposite the “Grand 
Palais.” It1is used as statue and picture gallery. 
It 1s another highly decoratively building which har- 
monises, with the “Grand Palais,” Here we havethe 
most magnificent single spanned bridge named ‘‘Pont 
Alexandre III,” which the Seine possesses. The 
foundation stone of this bridge was laid by Czar 
Nicolas II in 1896, and the bridge was completed in 
Ig00, These two structures of palaces and the bridge 
“Pont Alexandre III” forming a continuation of the 
Avenue Nicolas II were part of the gigantic scheme 
of the 1g00 ‘‘Exposition.” There 1s a magnificent 
view, extending from the ‘‘Champs Elysées” to the 
“Dome des Invalides” beneath which, the great 
Napoleon reposes, 
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DOME DES INVALIDES. 
NAPOLEON’S TOMB. 


“Déme des Invalides” was erected by two French 
Architects Liberal Bruant and J H Mansart in the 
year 1706, The handsome elevation is adorned with 
Doric and Corinthian columns, The height of the 
summit of the Cross 1s 340 feet, the diameter of the 
dome 86 feet. Here there are statues representing 
Justice, Temperance, Prudence and Strength, From 
the floor just below the lofty dome one _ leaning 
over a balustrade looks down into the open Crypt and 
here ina great sarcophagus of red Finland granite, the 
gift of the Emperor Nicholas of Russia are deposited, 
the remains of the great Napoleon who was born at 
Ajaccio 1n 1769 and who died at St. Helenain 182r, 
It was in 1840, nineteen years after the death, 
that the Emperor’s remains were brought down to 
France by the Prince de Joinville - a son of King 
Louis Phillipe, in the Warship “La Belle Poule” 
in fulfilment of the dead Emperor’s wish expressed 
in his WILL and now inscribed over the bronZe en- 
trance to the crypt, which is behind the high alter. 
It 1s flanked by two colossal statues 1n bronze — one 
bearing the Globe, the other a sceptre and crown. 
Above the entrance are these words from the 
Emperor’s WILL - 
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‘‘ Je déstre que mes cendres veposent sur 
les oords de la Sewne, Au milteu de ce 
people Francats que J’ar tant armé” 


(I wish that my remains rest on the banks of 
the Seine, 1n the midst of the French people whom 
I love so much.) 


Twelve colossal figures representing the chiet 
Victories Of Napoleon surrounded the gallery 
and contemplate the sarcophagus. Between the 
statues are aptly placed sixty flags captured in bat- 
tles, arranged in six trophies On the mosaic 
pavement which represents a wreath of laurels are 1n- 
scribed the names of battles, Rivoli, Pyramid, Mar- 
engo, Austerlitz, Iéna, Friedland, Wagram and Mos- 
cova The faint bluish light admited from above ser- 
ves to enhance the solemn grandieur of the scene. 


The Cupola near Napoleon’s tomb 1s lighted 
from above, but the sky-lights are not visible, 


Here there are also the tombs of two members 
of the Bonaparte family . Joseph King of Spain du- 
ring the Peninsular War and Jerome, the Emperor’s 
youngest brother King of Westphalia, with his 
statue , here also are a smaller sarcophagus with 
the ashes of his eldest son (died 1847), and another 
in which the heart of bis second wife 1is_pre- 
served. On the other side are two sarcophagie, 
bearing the names of Duroc (1772-1813) and Bertrand 
(1773-1814) the Emperor’s faithful friends, the latter 
even sharing his captivity at St. Helena. 
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The two Chapels on either side of the Crypt 
contain monuments of the marshals of Louis XIV ~ 
Henri de la Tour d’Auvergne, Vicomte de Turenne 
and Sebastien Le Prestre de Vauban, the famous 
military Engineer. 


On the monument of Turenne one’s attention IS 
drawn to the shield plate covered with velvet with 
the following touching words of the marshal on it 
in gold letters 


“Tl ne fault pas 
Ou’'sl y art un homme de guerre 
En repos en France 
Tant quil y aura 
Un Allemand en Alsace,” 


( There will not bea single warrior at ease in 
France till there 1s a single German 1n Alsace ) 


The 14th of December 1s the anniversary day 
of the return of the remains of Napoleon to Paris 
and on this day thousands of people visit his tomb 
The society known as the ‘‘Jeunesse Plebiscitaire de 
la Seine” send a deputation to the “Hotel des In- 
valides,” where homage 1s rendered at Napoleon’s 
tomb On that day the members of the deligation 
generally meet in the Tuileries Gardens at ten 1n the 
morning, and walk in procession to the Invalrdes 


The ‘‘Musée de ]’Armée” “Musée de la Marine,” 
and “Musée d'Artillerie,” with the most complete 
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and interesting collection of weapons and armour 
of all kinds are also to be seen in the adjoining 
building The two favourites of great Napoleon — 
his horse and dog stuffed, and his kemp bed, 
table, chairs and stools, are also to be seen 1n this 
museum, 


TOUR EIFFEL. 


The “Tour Exffel”’ situated in the beautiful garden 
of the same name, 1s the world-famed huge structure 
which adds greatly to the beauty of this charming 
city. It rises on four sides on pedestrals which all 
unite at the first story. It was built in the year 1887 
for the Great Exibition of 1889. It 1s the loftiest 
monument inthe world, attaining a height of 300 
metres, 984 feet There are in all five floors. There 
are lifts in the tower. The first liftis large enough for 
hundred persons, and the second, one half the number. 
There 1s alsoa spiral staircase running up. The 
steps, number 1710 in all. There area Theatre, a 
Caffé, a Restaurent, and several stalls tor post cards 
medals and other souvenirs There are post boxes 
provided, and almost every one who visits the tower 
is tempted to write souvenir post cards of the tower 
to their friends, The third floor 1s shut on all sides 
with glass for the protection against wind and cold. 
From the third floor there 1s a little staircase lea- 
ding to the fourth floor with an open balcony, From 
here one contemplates at his ease a vast panorama 
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of the city, stretched like a map before him with the 
river Seine meandering through it. On the top floor 
there are meteorological observatories, Here the 
military authorities have established a station for 
wireless telegraphy from whence messages are sent 
to all parts of France, to Algeria and even to 
Canada. The lightning protector surmounting the 
whole, stands just over a 1000 teet above the gro- 
und, 


“Grand Roue de Paris” This great wheel 1s 
also situated near the Enffel Tower It was also 
erected in the Exhibiton Year of 1889. 

® 

‘¢Champ-de-Mars” the ground of the present 
garden of the E:ffel Tower was laid out about 1770 
for the ‘* Ecole Multtaire ” situated here, and was 
used for military manceuvres The ground was occu- 
pied by the Exibitions of 1867, 1878, 1889, and 1900 
On July 14 th. 1790, the ‘“‘ Féte de la Fédération ” 
was celebrated here. In 1793 the aged Baily, the 
first mayor of Paris was led to his execution here on 
a chilly morning in November, Another festival, the 
famous ‘‘ Champ -de - Mai” , was celebrated here by 
Napoleon I. on June rst 1815. Here too, in August, 
1830, Louis Philippe presented colours tothe Natio- 
nal Guard, and in 1852 Napoleon III. distributed to 
the army the eagles which were to replace the 
Galic Cock, 
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/ 
“ACADEMIE NATIONALE 
DE MUSIQUE.” 


‘Académie Nationale de Musique” is the name 
of the world renown Opera House of Paris. Itisa 
huge structure covering an area of nearly three acres 
One can have an adequate idea of 1ts vast dimention 
by viewing it from some elevated position or by 
walking round its exterior It 1s the largest and best 
theatre in the world, but in point of accommodation 
it comes second to the Scala at Milan. It contains 
seats for 2158 persons only, whereas the Scala at Milan 
3600. It cost nearly nineteen lacs of pounds or 
nearly three crores of Rupees. If you take your 
stand so close on the “Place de l’Opera” the edifice 
does not appeal to you so much in point of archi- 
tectural beauty, the facade being heavy and bulky 
but 1f you happen to be at the other end of the 
avenue, the silhouette formed 1n the distance by this 
huge building ts really charming [But the most 1n- 
teresting part of the building 1s the interior, which ts 
not open to mere sight seers. One must there- 
fore decide to see one of the classical plays some 
evening, and when he enters he sees revealed before 
him a sight which he would hardly forget. The 
sumptuous, lofty, wide, white marbled staircase with 
its magnificent rose coloured balustrades and hand 
rails, splendidly of rare Algerian onyx, lit up with 
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artistically subdued lights 1s a real gem of architec- 
ture. Quite a number of huge columns rise straight 
up tothe top, You then enter the auditorium or 
theatre proper, with 1ts elaborate decorations in gold 
and dark red upholstery. In the centre of the ceiling 
painted by some of the best artists of the time 1s sus- 
pended a huge chandelier, of which the lights are re- 
gulated according to the scenes played on the vast 
stage The splendid orchestra of nearly a hundred 
picked musicians 1s a rare treat to listen to, anc 
every passage executed with pathos ts listened to and 
appreciated with the most perfect silence, and the 
music seems to ring 1n your ears for hours afterwards 
During the intervals (entr’actes) you stroll out of yout 
seat and walk into the enormous and richly decora 
ted hall, called the ‘‘“Foyer du Public” which 1s one 
of the most striking features of the Opera house 
The whole audience 1s here seen promenading and 
you cannot help wondering at the artistic evening 
costumes of high class Parisian ladies Leading out 
of this Foyer 1s a grand balcony which commands a 
splendid view of the brilliantly lighted ‘Avenue de 
Opera” At the close of the play there 1s another 
fine sight to be enjoyed Looking down from one of 
the upper balconies to the magnificent marble stair- 
case you see the richly dressed crowd flowing down 
softly and disappearing 1n the vast hall, 
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MUSEE DU LOUVRE. 


This enormous building consist of an ancient 
Royal Palace with modern addition of much greater 
extent than itself, This old Palace of the Louvre 
was inhabited by Charles IX and his mother Cathe- 
rine de Medicis in 1572 at the time of the St, Barthe- 
leny (Bartholomew Massacre) and tradition has it 
that the king stood on one of the balconies and prac- 
tised with an arquebus on his fugitive hugenot sub- 
jects. The Toscin which gave the signal for the 
massacre was rung in the Church of St. Germain 
l’Auxerrois opposite to East front of the Louvre. 
The present day importance of the louvre, 1s due to 
its magnificent art collections, 


The picture gallery of this museum comprises 
about 3,000 works. It takes three hours nearly to 
walk through the galleries It contains numerous 
master pieces of all the famous Schools of Europe, 
The works of great artists such as Leonardo de 
Vinci, Raphael, Titian and Rubens are all well re- 
presented, Paris being the centre of Art and the 
finest master pieces of all schools being found 1n all 
the French museums, people come from far and near 
to visit them and we always see artists of both sexes, 
young and old Installed before some picture or other 
copying the same with zeal and enthusiasm, 
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GALLERIE D'APPOLON — ____ This magnificently 
decorated hall is the most beautiful hall in this 
huge structure and is considered one of the 
finest in the World The vault 1s divided into five 
large fields depicting the periods of the day (Dawn, 
Morning, Noon, Evening, Night) surrounding these 
are four other paintings representing the seasons» 
while the twelve medallions represent the months 
On the vaultry above the entrance 1s the “Triumph 
of the Earth” and over the Windows “Triumph of 
the waters.” The portraits of the twenty eight 
French kings and artists are to be seen in modern 
goblins tapestry, on the panels of the walls of this 
hall There are beautiful tables and other furniture of 
the reign of Louis XIV The historical gems are to be 
seen in the glass cases 1n this hall, such as the sword 
of Charles X, the crowns of Louis XV and Napoleon I, 
the finest diamond 1n the world weighing 136 carats, 
and worth fifteen millions francs,the two thousand 
years old pearl necklace presented to this museum 
by Mme. Thiers wife of first French president. 


SCULPTURES — A very large number of an- 
cient and modern sculptures are to be seen in this 
museum. The world famed statue of Venus of Milo 
is in this museum having a room to herself. It 1s the 
most celebrated of the treasures of this museum, It 
,S a master piece of sculpture and represents female 
beauty in its best form, filling the beholder with 
wonder and astonishment, The statue was found by 
a peasant in the Island of Pelos in 1820, and was 


a hiawmee oe te 


i sane oe. sedan naib oe 
2 mean she 


ne 


ine the 


OME aR 


pes 


4 


‘MUSEE DU LOUVRE’. 


PARIS — 





-— ‘GALERIE DES RUBFNS’ 


“MUSEE DU LOUVRE’ 


rt 


3 my | 
rs 
: ‘ fy 


f 
f Sener ee? " an 
Fe, eee See a ee Bed 


PARIS 





23 


sold to the French Government for only 6000 francs, 
but now it 1s a priceless treasure, The arms of this 
statue are missing The part cfa left arm and left 
hand holding an apple with closed fingers, were also 
found, they are to be seen in a glass case in the same 
room 


PALAIS DU LUXEMBOURG, 


‘¢ Palais du Luxembourg ” — Marie de Médicis, 
widow of Henri IV,purchased the chateau and grou- 
nds of the Duc de Piney - Luxembourg in 1612, and 
a large new Palace was built by her order in 1615, 
called the Palais du Luxembourg Many alterations 
were made in this Palace in 1804 by order of Napo- 
leon I, who installed his Senate 1n this Palace, After 
1815 the Palace was occupied by the Chambers of 
Peers, then under Napoleon III, by the Senate, 
Since 1879 1t has been the seat of the Senate and 1s 
known as ‘‘ Palais du Sénat”. Prior to the Revolu- 
tion the Palace was inhabited by various princes and 
Princesses, While converted into a prison under the 
Convention 1t harboured many distinguished victims, 
including Marshall de Noailles, who was beheaded, 
together with his wife at the age of 79, the Vicomte 
Beauharnais and his wife Josephine ( afterwards 
Empress of the French ) Hebert, David, Daton and 
Camille Desmoulins, 
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MUSEE DU LUXEMBOURG. 


‘Musee du Luxembourg” In this museum there 
is a collection of modern art belonging tothe State, 
The works exhibited at this museum are generally 
transferred to the Louvre museum or sent to provin- 
cial galleries, about ten years after the death of the 
artists, This museum 1s well known for its hall 
containing a very large number of modern sculptures, 
Each sculpture bears the name of the subject and the 
artist All the statues are noteworthy, it gives one the 
most touching inspiration of modern sculpture, Among 
the most noteworthy may be sighted the large group 
in marble by the wonderful sculpture Rodin called 
‘‘The Kiss” , ‘“‘Tanagra ”1n coloured marble by Gé- 
rome, “Pro - Patria” by Peynot, ‘‘Youth and love” by 
Carles, There are bronze figures of Monzart with his 
violin, when a boy, Beethoven and florentin singers of 
the 15th cent. Several rooms in this museum con" 
tain pictures, where the works of modern French 
artists are well represented, suchas, Joseph Bail, Rosa 
Bonheur, Bonvin, Eugene Carriere, Chaplin Cons- 
tant, Detaille, Fantin Latour, Harpignies, Henner: 
Laurens, Ziem and others, 


MUSEE DE CLUNY. 


‘“‘Musée de Cluny "1s the Museum which com- 
prises a most valuable collection of mediceval objects 
of art and products of industry. The building a re- 
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markably fine specimen of the late gothic style in 
which the Renaissance influence is apparent, wa 
built by Abbot Jacques d’Amboise 1n 1490 - James 
the V of Scotland and Mary Tudor, the sister of Hen- 
ry Vill and the third wife of Louis XII occupied it 
at different times Under the Revolution, it was 
declared to be “ National property ” and 1n 1833 was 
acquired by the archeologist Al du Sommenard in 
order to accomodate his valuable collection of Med1- 
ceval Renaissance works of Art. On his death 
in 1842 the edifice and collection were purchased by 
the government The museum contains the beauti- 
ful furniture and other articles as combs, knife shea- 
ths, crosses, nut crackers, tobacco graters, spoons 
with ivory handles, keys, locks, jewelry, a valuable 
collection of enamels, tapestry, plaques in ivorv 
perforated and of great delicacy, astrolabes, com- 
passes, Clocks, seals, coins, and old persian porcelain 
ofthe 16th andi7th cent The arms of Henry 
IV and Marie de Medicis are preserved, The nine 
crowns found at Guarrazar near Toledo in 1858 and 
1859 are the most interesting in this museum, the 
largest of them 1s laid with pearls, oriental sapphires, 
and other jewels, girdles of chastity of the time of 
the Crusades, a ship in guilded and enamelled bronze 
with moveable figures of Emperor Charles V 1n gold 
and his dignitaries, a key made by Louis the XVI 
marked no, 5962, musical instruments, psaltery, man- 
dolines, violin by Amati, “kits” or pocket-violins used 
by dancing-masters, and a collection of ancient di- 
fferent state carriages, sledges, rich trappings, sedan 
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chairs of the 17 th and 1& th centuries, draperies, 
mantles and collars of the order of the Holly Ghost 
founded by Henry III in 1579, are also to be seen 
there, 


The Thermes, or ruins of the baths once belon- 
ging to the ancient palace of the emperors are also to be 
seen here, The fact that the largest hall, which was 
the ‘‘rigidarium” or chamber for cold baths 1s 654 ft. 
in length, 374 ft in breadth, and 59 ft 1n height, will 
serve to convey some idea of the 1mposing dimen- 
sions of the ancient Roman palace. 


MUSEE CARNAVALET. 


“ Musée Carnavalet ” or ‘‘ Musée Historique de 
la Ville” 1s the museum containing a collection illus 
trating the history of Paris and of the Revolution 
The building was built in 1544 and one of its wings 
is extended 1n 1gro. One sees a fine bronze statue of 
Louis XIV inthe court yard There are pre-historic 
monuments Roman antiquities and monuments 
of the Merovingian period. 


In the picture gallery of this museum one sees 
paintings of ancient Paris and other historical sub- 
jects, It gives one avery good idea of ancient his- 
tory of France, The relic of the battle-ship Victory, 
on board of which Admiral Nelson was killed at 
Trafalgar in 1805, The bed-room of Balzac (writer of 
the XIX cent.) The chair in which Beranger (writer 


27 


of popular songs died), and his statue. A model of the 
Bastille fort made from the relics of the same fort 
which was broken down 1n the year 1789 onthe 14th, 
of July There are glass cases containing meda- 
llions’ insignias’, memorials of the Restorotion and 
the Revolution of 1830, Voltair arm chair, in which 
he died The paintings of the death of Marat, the 
famous demagogue, who was murdered by Charlotte 
Corday in his bath tub The documents relating to 
the execution of Louis XVI The map of Germany 
used by Napoleon I in 1806 ‘“ Lettres de Cachets”’, 
Louis XVJ’s autograph order tor the defenders of the 
Tuilleries to cease firing in August toth, 1792. 
Hanging trom the ceiling of one of its rooms one sees 
a banner of the Emegrés with the arms of France 
and the Alles, andthe Hydra ofthe Revolution, A 
magnificent clock of the time of Louis XVI, The 
last and the best 1s a magnificently decoroted cradle 
of a boat shape witha statue of a lady holding a 
crown and with fairies on both her sides and an ea- 
gle on the opposite coiner, and two fine porcelain 
panels on both its sides This splendid cradle of the 
Prince Imperial was presented to Napoleon III by 
the city of Paris, in 1856 


MUSEE VICTOR HUGO. 


‘Musée Victor Hugo” or ‘‘ Maison de Victor 
Hugo”, is the house of Victor Hugo situated at 
** Place des Vosges”, was the residence of Marshal 


28 


de Lavardin in 1610. The poet occupied the second 
floor from 1833 to 1814. It was converted into a mu- 
Seum in 1903, On the entrance one sees a statue of 
the poet Victor Hugo. The principal objects of 1n- 
terest are the pictures illustrating the great writer's 
works. The library of the museum contains 4,000 
volumes and 5,000 engravings. In one of the rooms 
one sees a table made in Guernsey by Victor Hugo, 
with four autographs and the four inkstands of La- 
martine, George Sand, the elder Dumas and Victor 
Hugo. In the centre Sevres vase presented to the 
poet by the Nation in 1881, The silver crown pre- 
sentd by the city of Prague on the inauguration of 
the Victor Hugo Monument. The bed of the 
great poet, the desk, with inkstand, pen a pic- 
ture of Victor Hugo on his death bed, Over the fire 
place we see the portraits of his children George and 
Jeanne. On the third floor to be seen the photo- 
graphs of the poet’s funeral, family portraits, includ- 
ing that of Mme. Victor Hugo, and General Hugo 
the poet’s father. In glass cases, plaster casts 
of the poet’s hands, also specimen of his hair at 
various ages, pens, bound volume of “ Les Chati- 
ments” adorred with a golden bee from the imperial 
mantle of Napoleon III, 


/ 
MUSEE GUIMET. 


This museum contains extensive and valuable 
collections presented to the state in 1886 by M, Ern. 
Guimet of Lyons, consisting mainly of a Museum of 
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the religions of India and Western Asia, but it also 
includes a library with 27,000 volumes and collec- 
tions of Oriental Pottery and Antiquities. 

The ‘Salle des Parsis” 1s the room showing rell- 
gion of the Parsis, There are wax statues of Par- 
sis and their priests 1n their usual dresses with va- 
rious implements used in their religious ceremonies. 
There 1s a painting and a Model of the “Tower of 
Silence” of Bombay, Many photographs show dif- 
ferent religious ceremonies of the Parsis; such as 
the “Navjot” ceremony, the Marriage ceremony, the 
“Aphargan” ceremony and so on. Ina glass case 
one sees a “‘Kasti” and some silver vessels used by 
the Parsis for religious purposes. All articles and 
photographs etc. 1n this room are presented by Mlle. 
Mena a French lady who has written a book on the 
history of the Parsis and who visited India few 
years back, where some Parsis presented to her these 
articles, There 1s also a room showing Hindoo reli- 
gion, There are pictures and articles used in Hindu 
religious ceremonies. There are Models of Idols, 
pictures of Hindu Temples, Crematorium and so 
on, There are also rooms in this museum showing 
the religion of China and Japan,—This museum 
gives one a very good idea of the oriental religions. 


MUSEE GALLIERA. 


‘‘Musée Galliera” is an imposing building in the 
Italian Renaissance style erected by the munificence 
of the Duchess of Galliera. The entrance towards 
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the garden 1s embellished with statues of Sculpture, 
Architecture, and Painting. The front entrance is 
decorated by a bronze group representing “ Wine”’, 
The museum contains a collection of statues, ancient 
tapestry, vases crystle and glass-ware, stained glass 
and an exhibition of objects from Persian art school, 


MUSEE GREVIN 


“Musée Grévin” is the Paris wax-work museum 
and is very much interesting as most of the 1m- 
portant historical subjects are well represented such 
as the Revolutionary Tribunal, Louis XVI, Queen 
Marie Antoinette in prison, Larmartine, Trial of Ma- 
done, Roland, death of Marat, an evening concert 
at the Royal palace at Malmaison, statues of some 
of the great men of France etc. 


PALAIS DU TROCADERO. 


(MUSEE TROCADERO. ) 


“Palais du Trocadero” 1s a large building rn ort- 
ental style. The central portion consists of a circular 
edifice flanked by two minarets, and two curved 
wings furnished with galleries, the whole edifice thus 
presenting the appearance of an imposing crescent, 
The terrace in front is embellished with six large 
figures representing Europe, Asia,Africa, N America, 
S. America and Oceana. The garden with its magni- 
ficent fountain 1s artistic. The museum its of sculp- 
tures and oriental antiquities. There are number of 
figures of male and temale Indians and their forest 
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houses and weapons; there 1s a large collection of 
vases from Mexico, California etc. 


On the other end of the garden of this museum 
there is a municipal Aquarium. 


CONSERVATOIRE DES 
ARTS ET METIERS. 


‘‘Conservatoire des Arts et Metiers” 1s the tech- 
nical museum founded by decree of the Convention 
in 1794. The first idea of such an institution 1s 
attributed to Descartes, and it was put in practice 
in 1775 by the celebrated engineer Vaucanson, who 
bequeathed to the state in 1783, his collection of 
machines, instruments,and tools, for the instruction 
of the working classes. There 1s also a technical 
school in the same building, the classes in which 
are free In front of the building there is a statue 
of Boussingault, the Chemist and agricultural writer. 
In one of the rooms known as the ‘Salle de l’echo”’ 
words spoken 1n one of the corner of the Saloon are 
distinctly audible in the angle diagonally opposite. 
The museum 1s very interesting and 1s divided into 
following sections :—Physical Mechanical Geometry, 
Chemistry, “Art Graphiques,” ‘Arts de Construc- 
tion,” The following are much interesting — The 
tools, machinery, apparatus for sinking mines,, Loco- 
motives, metal bridges, locks etc. A collection illus- 
trating the prevention of accidents to workmen and 
Industrial Hygiene, Sterilization of water and milk, 
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Mechanical Recipients of force such as wind-mills, 
water-wheels, turbines etc.—Steam engine and parts 
of machinery, Railway collection, including a model 
of the first locomotive with tubular boiler, construc- 
ted by Mare Seguin, 1n 1872. Tools and machines 
of spinning, weaving, knitting and lace making looms: 
In one of the rooms, one sees the Aeroplane presen- 
ted by ‘*Le Matin” (The popular Daily Paper) in 
which Bleriot crossed the Channel on 23 rd July 1909 
in 26 minutes 30seconds, ODrfferent machines are 
shown working twice aweek. The ‘‘Ecole Centrale 
des Arts et Manufactures” admits pupils by compe- 
titive examination and trains for three years, at the 
end of which time they are fitted to become engi- 
neers, factory and works managers etc. 


PANTHEON. 


‘Pantheon’ 1s one of the most imposing and gran- 
deous monuments of Paris. It 1s said that its cons- 
truction was decided in consequence of a vow made 
by Louis XV., at MetZin 1744. The monarch had 
been taken ill, and in his despondency had invoked 
St. Genevieve promising that in case of recovery, he 
would erect a majestic memorial temple worthy of 
Paris and itsillustrious patroness saint, The King 
got well again and fulfilled his promise. The foun- 
dation stone of this structure was laid by Louis XV 
attended by the Dauphin on 6th. September 1764. 
This magnificent structurs bearing the name of 
“Aux grands hommes la patrie reconnaissante” ( In 
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memory of the great men of the country), Pantheon 
was a church at first, but afterwards 1t was conver- 
ted asa memorial temple The entrance 1s adorned 
with the magnificent bronze figure of ‘‘Le Penseur”’ 
(the thinker). The paintings in the spandrels above 
represent —‘‘La Patrie.” (mother land) ‘*La Mort” 
(death) “La Justice’’ (justice) and ‘‘La Gloire” 
(glory). The large pannels of the wall are painted, 
showing the following interesting subjects The 
preaching of St. Denis, first Bishop of Paris. Four 
pannels showing the childhood of St Genevieve 
The coronation of Charlemagne, The “Mal des 
ardents” (plague) of 1130, The procession of the 
Religuary. The baptism of Clovis and his vow at 
the battle of Tolbiac, Death of St. Genevieve. 
Towards Glory St. Genevieve watching over Paris. 
Some pannels showing the history of Jeanne d’Arc. 
Idea of God. Education of St Louis St. Genevieve 
reassuring the people. The Martyrdom of St Denis 
(This picture 1s very much inspiring as one sees 
a man lifting hisown head after he was beheaded, 
and the following is the short history relating to 1t — 

Fifty-three years before the Christian era, 
Julius Czsar compelled the Parisi to change the 
druidical divinities for the Roman Gods, and built a 
temple to Mars on the hill of Montmartre. Three 
centuries later, Saint Denis and hiscompamions St. 
Eleathrére and St, Rustique, introduced Christia- 
nity into Lutetia, and suffered martydom on this 
spot for their pains, It was at the foot of the hill 
that they were behaded in the year 270, and “after- 
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wards the body of Dionysius rose upon its feet and 
taking up its head 1n its hand walked up the hill 
angels singing hymns by the way,” from the Rue 
des Martyres to the Rue des Abbesses, where a 
chapel was raised to their horour, Hence in the 
reign of Dagobert, the relics were removed to the 
Abbey of Saint Denis.) On the wall above the main 
entrance one sees a much admired fiesco represent- 
ing Glory, Art and Litterature. There are also 
marble statues of St. Denis, St Reue, St. Germain 
d’Ousere, St Gregoire de Tours, St Bernard, St 
Martin, St. Vincent de Paul, St de Matha, Jeanne 
d’Arc and of others In Pantheon, repose some of 
the most illustrious men of France, as Mirabeau, 
Rousseau philosopher and miscellaneous writer, 
Voltaire, poet, historian and philosopher, Soufflot, 
architect of the Pantheon, Baudin, representative 
of the people who was killed 1n Paris while defend- 
ing the law and Republic, Camot, the president of 
the Republic assacinated at Lyon, Victor Hugo the 
great poet, Emile Zola, the novelist, Mariellin Ler- 
thellot the great Chemist and his wife (she 1s the 
only lady burried here), Lagrange, the mathema- 
tician, Bougainville, the circumnavigator and many 
other great men of France. 


CATACOMBS. 


The Catacombs were formerly subterranean pua- 
rries, worked as far back as the Roman period, to 
which has been removed from time to time since the 
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closing years of the last century the skeletons and 
bones of those interred in the Paris cemeteries and 
graveyards which, as they became too full had to be 
relieved of their mouldering contents, The galleries 
and different compartments are completely lined 
with human bones and sculls, representing, it 1s said, 
nearly six million bodies, There are no tombs in 
the catacombs where the dead are absolutely on an 
equality. The ventilation is effected by means of 
numerous holes communicating with the upper air 

Some sixty or seventy years ago, the catacombs were 
the object of daily visits, and the site was one which 
every visitor to {Paris felt called upon to see, At 
present, it is only allowed to be seen by special per- 
mission previously obtained from the Government 


GOBELINS. 


**Gobelins ’ 1s the name of the state-manufactory 
of the famous tapestry ofthat name An interesting 
collection of ancient and rnodern tapestries 1s well 
represented in its museum, It1s the only institution 
of its kind in Europe and is renowned for its 
marvellous productions which have been known to 
resist the savages of time. This magnificent art 
was first introduced into France by Francis I and 
ever since then it has been a Government institution 
It takes years to finish a single piece of tapestry. 
None of its productions are sold They are distri- 
buted among state museums in different cities in 


» 
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France and utilised as state gifts to foreign 
potentates and diplomats, 


The museum contains a number of ancient 
and a few modern tapestries In 1877 the Commu- 
nards burned a great part of the factory and about 
300 of the most valuable tapestries Here one sees 
historical subjects reproduced in tapestry, 


The “ Atelier” (workshops) gives one a very 
good idea of how laboriously the splendid works are 
produced At the looms engaged in producing 
Gobelins tapestry, the reverse side of the tapestry 1s 
turned towards the workman, with the outline of the 
design drawn onthe stretched threads, A murror 
placed on the other side shows him the progress he 1s 
making. At the workman’s side are the picture to 
be copied and a basket with wools of every colour 
and shade (about 14,000 tones in all) The weft- 
threads are inserted by means of a shuttle The 
work requires the utmost patience and the most 
practised eye, A skilful workman can complete 
3 or even 34 yds ina year, but the average annual 
task 1s about 1} yds. Many years are therefore 
sometimes requisite for the execution of the larger 
designs, 


L’HOTEL DES MONNAISES. 


‘‘’Hotel des Monnaises’—1s the Parisian Mint, 
built in the year1771. The Ateliers with their steam 
engines, furnaces, and machinery are well worth 
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visiting. In the work-shops one sees how the gold 
and silver preces and medals are struck and the 
whole process of melting, rolling, cutting and min- 
ting The machines invented by Thonnelier are 
highly ingenious, 75 pieces of morey being struck 
by each of them per minute, 


‘* Musée Monitaire”’1s the coin museum on the 
first floo. of this huge structure The Hall is 
decorated in Louis XVI style. It hasa fine painted 
ceiling and contains some very interesting speci- 
mens of metal-work Here one sees medals and 
plaquettes by modern French medallists, foreign 
coins and medals and an interesting collection of 
French Coins arranged chronologically, from the 
earliest times down to the present day. There are 
also old machines, stamps, and models for coining, 
and Napoleon’s collection of medals, together with 
the bust and cast of the Emperor’s face taken 
twenty hours after hisdeath In addition there are 
wax models of the reliefs on the Vendéme - Column, 


and a small model of the column itselt which gives 
a better idea of the details than the originals, 


L’HOTEL DE VILLE. 


‘«}’ Hétel de Ville” 1s the Paris municipal hall, 
a magnificent structure in the French Renaissance 
style, decorated with about 200 statues. The foun- 
dation stone was laid by Francis I. on the 15th of 
July, 1533. It has played a conspicuous part in 
different Revolutions, In the Reign of Terror the 
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‘‘l'Hétel de ,Ville” was called the “Palace of 
Revolution.” It served as the head-quarters of the 
Commune of Parts, and the Committee of Public 
Safety The registers of the Commune are still 
preserved in the Archives, and furnish the only 
authentic materials relating to the history of the 
most Sanguinary period of the French Revolution. 
Crowds used to assemble before the |’ Hétel de 
Ville to hear the victories of Napoleon proclaimed. 
On the occasion of the Emperor’s marriage to Marie- 
Louise, the City of Paris revived the entertainments 
which it had been the custom to give to the ancient 
Kings, It was in the ? Hétel de Ville that the 
prefect of the Seine, M Berger, entertained Queen 
Victoria and Alexander II, Emperor of Russia, 


The ‘‘ Grande salle des fétes ” 1s the main hall 
which has finely ornamented cerlings and walls pain- 
ted with historical subjects relating to the |’ Hétel de 
Ville On July 14th, 1789, the captors of the Bastille 
were conducted in triumph into thishal] Three days 
atter, Louis XVI came in procession from Versailles 
under the protection of the mayor Bailly and other 
popular deputies, accompanied by a dense mob 
whom he succeeded 1n calming by showing himself 
at the window wearing the tri-coloured cockade, 
which Lafayette is said to have composed, the blue 
and red standing, for the city of Paris, and the 
white for the Bourbons. In one of the galleries one 
sees a beautiful large vase, presented by the Czar 
Alexander III of Russia, in memory of the reception 
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of Russian naval officers and seamen at Paris in 
1893. In another hall, ‘Salon Historique,” one 
sees most interesting paintings Etienne Marcel 
protecting the Dauphin, Louis VI granting the 
first Charter of Paris; Repression of the Revolt of 
the Maiullotins, 1383, Anne Dubourg protesting in 
Parliament before Henri II, against the oppression 
of the Huguenots, 1559, and Louis XVI at the 
Municipal Office. 


PALAIS DE JUSTICE. 


‘* Palais de Justice”, the Paris High Court, was 
formerly the residence of the kings of France, St. 
Louis presented part of the building to the parlia- 
ment or the supreme court of Justice, Charles VII 
adding the remainder The palace was so much 
damaged by fire, 1n 1618, and 1776, that only four 
towersand the St Chapelle have been preserved, 
The clock of the court with its beautiful dial 1s said 
to be the oldest public clockin France Inthe Court 
one sees a very large hall, known as ‘Salle des Pas- 
Perdus”, which 1s a vestibule to the seven civil 
chambers, and which is said to be one of the largest 
ofits kind in existence, During the time of the kings 
there were performed, in this hall, moral and satiri- 
cal plays, dramas, and farces_ This hall 1s ornamen- 
red with two beautiful monuments one erected to 
the minister Malsherbes, the defender of Louis XVI 
betore the Revolutionary Tribunal, who was behea- 
ded in 1794; and a similar monument to Berryer, a 
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celebrated advocate, One sees also the interesting 
groups of clients and lawyers (of both sexes) in 
consultation, Most of the Courts are on the first 
floor and some of the famous French advocates may 
frequently be heard in the Premier Chambre Civile 
In this hall constructed by St Louts, Louis XIV 
made his historical entrance, booted and spurred 
and with whip in hand The Revolutionary Tribu- 
nal also met 1n this hall in 1793 and passed the death 
sentence On Marie Antoinette 


The most interesting portion of the high 
Court is St Chapelle, the Royal Church erected 
during the reign of St. Louis for the reception of 
the sacred relics which he brought back from the 
Crusades in 1239, which are now to be seen at the 
Church of Notre Dame. The only service now per- 
formed in this Church 1s the mass of the Holy 
Ghost, celebrated annually on the re-opening of the 
courts after the autumn vacation The lower Cha- 
pelle was used by the domestics of the palace, In 
the floor are tombstones of numerous canons of the 
St Chapelle. In the upper Chapelle the Court 
attended divine service, The magnificent stained 
glass dates from the time of St. Louis, One of the 
windows represents the Legend of the Cross, and 
the translation of the Crown of Thorns and of the 
wood of the Cross The two recessses under the 
windows of the 3rd bay were reserved for the royal 
family. From the little grated opening in the 4th 
bay on the right, Louis XI used to join 1n the service 
without being seen, 


Al 
THE CONCIERGERIE. 


The ‘‘conciergerie” is the Chief criminal prison 
of Paris, a prison famous for centuries 1n the annals of 
France Most of the political prisoners of the first 
Revolution were confined here before their execu- 
tion, Here we see the small cell where the Queen, 
Marie Antoinette, was imprisoned 1n 1794 and guar- 
ded with brutal watchfulness. Thereisasmall spiral 
staircase by which the unfortunate Queen entered 
the court during her trial There 1s another cell in 
which Robespierre 1s said to have been placed fora 
few hours prior tohis execution In September, 1792, 
the massacres at the Conciergerie occurred in the 
Hall of the Girondists in which there is a small 
museum now Here one sees two _ paintings. 
Marie Antoinette bidding farewell to her family, 
when she was about to be transferred from the temple 
to the Prison, and Marie Antoinette receiving the 
Sacrament in hercell. In the court-yard we see the 
fountain of the famous Cour des Femmes which 1s 
one of the most important and genuine local relics 
of the days of Terror. A large number of the most 
distinguished female victims of the tribunal daily 
took their meagre exercise here, or made their tot- 
lettes at the fountain, All the following, who were 
summoned to the tribunal on the first floor passed 
the heavy barred entrance Madame Elizabeth, the 
Noailles ladies, Madame Roland, Cecile Renault, 
Charlotte Corday, and many others, The gown of 
Lucie Desmoulins touched those iron bars, Madame 


42 


Dubarry clutched them in her agony of fear, 

‘‘ No spot in the world has seen so many tears” 
“‘ No spat in the world has witnessed such terrible 
tragedies,” 


PALAIS ROYAL» 


The “Palais Royal” was originally built for the 
great Cardinal Richelieu in the reign of Louis XITI, 
and was called the Palais Cardinal. It was consi- 
derably altered and modified under Louis XIV, and 
subsequently became the residence of the Duke of 
Orleans. Under Louis XVI, it was occupied by 
Philippe, Duc d’Orleans, surnamed Egalité, the 
father of King Louis Philippe, who himself lived 
there between the Restoration and his accession to 
the throne 1n 1830, 


The garden of the Palais Royal is one of the most 
historical ‘‘bits’” of Paris, It was here that Camille 
Desmoulins dashed out of an adjacent café and 
roused the people to make their attack on the Bas- 
tille, The gardens were the centre of the life of 
Paris and the scene of reckless gaiety and prodigal 
expenditure, Here in the garden 1s seen the statue 
of Camille Desmoulins, and Rodin’s remarkable 
statue of Victor Hugo. 


/ 
PALAIS DE L’ELYSEE. 


“Palais de l’Elysée” 1s the official residence of the 
President of the Republic. The palace was erected 
in 1718 by Molet for the Comte d’ Evreua but was 
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rebuilt on a larger scale in 1850, During the reign 
of Louis XV this mansion was the residence of 
Madame de Pompadour, Louis XVI presented it 
to the Duchesse de Bourbon, and it was known 
thereafter as the ‘Elysée Bourbon’ -The palace 
was afterwards occupied by Murat, Napoleon I, 
Louis Bonaparte, King of Holland, and his queen 
Hortense, the Duc de Berry, and finally by Napo- 
leon III, as President of the French Republic, 


CHAMBRE DES DEPUTES. 


‘¢ Chambre des Députés” or ‘‘ Palais Bourbon ’ 
1s the chamber of Deputies. From now onwards 
the centre of interest in French public life will be at 
the ‘Palais Bourbon”, the two hundred-year-old 
building with the noble pillared front which looks 
across the river and the ‘‘Place de la Concorde” 
towards the beautiful Greek temple which 1s known 
as the windowless church of the Madeleine. 


The French House of Commons was built in 
1722 asa riverside home by the Duchesse de Bourbon, 
the daughter of Louis XVI and Mme, de Montes- 
pan. The Prince de Condé subsequently expended 
over {£ 800,000 on the Palace and its grounds, 
which then included a broad terrace bordering the 
river and containing beautiful gardens running as far 
as the ‘‘ Place des Invalides.” 


When the taking of the Bastille over-turned the 
foundations of French Society, the Prince de Conde 
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took flight, and his palace was confiscated, The 
Council of Five Hundred made it their assembly 
place, and the horse-shoe-shaped arrangement of 
the hall, which 1s one of the features of the Chamber 
to-day, was first introduced, When the Restoration 
placed the Prince de Condé 1n possession of his pro- 
perty again, the Chamber continued its sittings at 
the Palais Bourbon, the owner being paid a rental 
of £. 5,000a year for the use of the palace. In 
1839 the property came into the possession of the 
late Duc d’ Aumale, from whom it was purchased 
by the state for £. 2,40,000. 


LA BOURSE. 


‘‘La Bourse” is the Paris Royal Exchange, built 
in 1808. It 1s known for its sixty six magnificent high 
Corinthian columns, It has a spacious platform 
and steps at either end of it It1s an imitation of the 
Temple of Vespasian inthe Forum at Rome. The 
two facades are decorated with allegorical statues 
of Commerce and Consular Justice, and the rear 
faces by statues of Industry and Agriculture. The 
crush within and without the hall, 1s anything but 
pleasant. In the centre of the hall is the “‘corbeille”’ 
a circular enclosed space round which they congre- 
gate, making their offers in loud tones, Various 
groups In different parts of the hall, but especially 
near the parquet, are occupied in taking notes, or 
concluding sales or purchases, the price being regu- 


45 


lated by the transaction going on in the parquet, 
while other persons are seen handing instructions to 
the brokers within the parquet To the right of the 
hall is the ‘Marché au Comptant” for cash transac- 
tions the employés here shouting out the rates at 
which the various transactions are concluded, to the 
left of the hall is the Coulisse de la Rente (French 
Government bonds) At 3 o'clock the bell rings and 
stock-exchange business is over forthe day The 
grisaille paintings on the ceiling of tke large hall, 
represent Paris entrusting the key of the building to 
Justitia and Mercury, France receiving the tributes 
of the five divisions of the globe, Paris enriched by 
the Seine and the Canal de l’Ourcq, the union of 
Commerce, Science and Art, and the principal cities 
of France, 


BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE. 


The “Bibliotheque Nationale” is the National 
Library of France. Itis one of the largest in the 
World with its three million volumes, free to those 
who seek to explore its magnificent resources and its 
rare treasures of medals and antiques, manuscripts, 
maps and engravings. It 1s divided into four depart- 
ments Imprimés et Cartes (printed books and 
maps), Manuscrits (manuscripts), Estampes, (Engra- 
vings), Médailles et Antiques (medals and antiques). 
Formerly this library was called Bibliothéque du 
Roi, and afterwards the Buibliothéque Royal or 
Impérial. The building covers an area of 19-000 sq. 
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yards, At one of its corner there 1s a figure- study 
by Barrias, The real founder of the present hbrary 
is said to be Louis XII who collected the books of 
his predecessor, Charles VIII, 1n the Chateau of 
Blois, and acquired the libraries of the Sforza of 
Milan and of the Gruuthuuse family of Bruges, It 
was Francis I who decreed that a copy of every work 
printed in France should be furnished to this library. 
Under Louis XIV the library was greatly enlarged 
by the purchase of the collections of Du Puy (9000 
vols ), Mentel (10,000 vols ), Gaston d’Orleans, and 
others. The library was accommodated in the 
present huge building in the year 1724, 1n the reign 
of Louis XV. 


There are many other large libraries in Paris 
such as Bibliotheque Mazarin, Bibliothéque St. Ge- 
neveleve, &c, &c . 


SORBONNE. 


The “Sorbonne” is the University of Paris 
founded 1n 1253~—s It: was originally a kind of hostel 
founded by Robert de Sorbonne, the confessor of 
St. Louis, for the reception of poor students of theo- 
logy and their teachers, In 1808 the Sorbonne was 
made the “Université de France” under which term 
the French included the authorities who superin- 
tend the education of the whole country, but in 1896 
it once more became the University of Paris. The 
Sorbonne 1s more. particularly the seat of the facul- 
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ties of science and of arts. There are separate build- 
ings for the faculties of law and medicine. This 
University has about 325 professors and teachers 
and over 17,000 students, The lectures given in 
this university are open to the public, 


The main Facade has two pediments science 
and Litterature, and eight statues; Chemistry, 
Natural History, Physics, Mathematics, History, 
Geography, Philosophy, and Archeology. 


The large hall of this building 1s often used for 
public functions It holds 3500 persons, This hall 
is ornamented by a large allegorical painting, ‘‘ The 
Sacred Grove’’, by “ Puvis de Charvannes,” It 1s the 
masterpiece of the artist and one of the finest 
decorative works of modern times, In the 
middle, 1s seen Sorbonne, with the Historical 
Sciences on the left, and the Exact Sciences on the 
right. Around the cupola there are six statues: 
Sorbon, Richelieu, Descartes, Pascal, Rollin and 
Lavoisier. 


PUBLIC LECTURES. 


Splendid courses of lectures on different subjects 
are often given in Paris at the Sorbonne, the Institute 
de France, the Collége de France, and many other 
institutions. There are often as many as thirty 
separate courses of lectures given at the same time 
and these are open to all who wish to enjoy them. 
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The young Frenchman of to day 1s not particu- 
larly poetical or artistic but he 1s tull of courage and 
life. He goes to the University with an active 
notion of doing something instead of a dreamy 
predisposition towards the poetic and the sensual. 
He 1s far less bookish than he used to be_ A pro- 
fessor at the College de France said. ‘I have lived 
my life in my library. There I passed through my 
intellectual crises, there I experienced my most 
fervent emotions’ In the lives of my sons, I notice 
books play very little part,” 


The books that young men, are reading belong 
to adifferent order from the romance Biography 
is high in favour among them. Especially do they 
read the lives of men of action,- men who ‘‘did 
things’, Yet one must not imagine that their taste 
for action 1s self-conscious or in any way affected. 
If it were, 1t would have little interest and no 1m- 
portance, The important aspect of this revival of 
energy and rational spirit is that no bellows have 
been blown to fanitinto flame. Young men long for 
action 1n preference to contemplation, not because 
they feel energetic , they are like puppies who feel 
their teeth growing, they must have something 
to chew. 
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ECOLE DES BEAUX-ARTS. 


The “Ecole des Beaux-Arts” 1s the Art-School of 
France, founded at the time of the Revolution 
for teaching painting, sculpture, engraving and 
architecture. There are about 40 professors and 
some 2,000 pupils of all nationalities. The pupils 
who obtain the first prize in different departments 
are sent to Rome for four years at the expense of 
government. In the museum ofthis “Palais des 
Beaux-Arts”, the paintings and sculptures of the 
artists of all nationalities are well represented. The 
chief objects of interest in the main building are. 
The Amphitheatre, which contains a fine painting by 
Delaroche representing all the great artists of every 
age and country, receiving rewards from Zeuxis, 
Apelles and Phidias; and the Gallery of Prizes, 
where the prize works of many eminent painters, 
from the year 1721 down to modern times are shown 
In the courtyard one sees several curious pieces of 
architecture and a monument to Henn Regnault a 
distinguished young artist who was killed outside 
Paris during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, 


LYCEE MICHELET. 


The “Lycée Michelet” 1s one of the best Govern- 
ment Schools of Paris situated on the outskirts of the 
city near Port de Versailles. The school, founded 
in 1864, occupies the Chateau de Duc de Condé It 
stands on a breezy hill above Vanves and has a fine 
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outlook over the Seine Valley, It has a magnificent 
garden with a fountain and a statue of a boy-soldier- 
There are boarders and day-boys. The fees range 
from Frcs. rooo to Fres. 1750 for boarders, according 
to classes, and the day-boys pay from Frcs. 250 
per annum in the elementary division to Frcs, 650 
per annum in the higher classes The building ts 
very beautiful and 1s tully ventilated. The grounds 
are extensive + there are Parks, Foot-Ball Fields, 
Cricket Fields, Lawn Tennis-Courts, ‘“Preax” (the 
glass Hall for the boys to play in when It 1s extreme- 
ly cold), etc There 1s also a swimming bath, the 
waters of which are made tepid when necessary 
by steam The best feature and the most striking 1s 
the school-gymnasium. Special care 1s given to the 
physical development of the pupils which 1s the first 
thing necessary for boys. The boys are serious in 
their games as well as in their work Every month 
allthe boys are weighed There is a permanent 
school-doctor and an assistant and infirmary in an 
adjoining building and there are qualified day and 
night nurses to attend the sick boys. When 
necessary specialists are called for The eyes of all 
the boys are examined twice a year by a specialist 

The bed rooms of the boarders are fully ventilated. 
The dining hall 1s also spacious and special care 1s 
always taken of the food by the school doctor, 


The boarders are always seen at the school in 
uniform and the day-boys are allowed to attend in 
their ordinary dress, but there isa uniform for all the 


51 


boarders for special occasions, The school is closed 
for halfa day every Thursday when the parents or 
guardians are allowed to go and see theirsons 1n the 
school, and Saturday evenings the boarders are 
allowed to go homte by special permission of their 
parentsor guardians under the special care of different 
teachers and on Monday morning, the teachers 
come to the different stations and take the boys 
under their care whence they all start by a fixed 
train and from their halting station they march on 
to their school. The sight of these boys marching 
in their uniform is striking They have trim shoul- 
ders and fresh coloured cheeks, They walk with an 
athletic swing, 


There are also special evening classes where the 
boys are taught those subjects in which they are 
weak. The boarders who do not prepare their 
lessons and who fail to give satisfactory answers in 
the class are punished by not allowing them to see 
their parents or guardians on Thursdays at the 
school, and also by not allowing them to go home 
on Saturdays, 


18th of June 1914, was the Jubilee-day of the 
school, and a great entertainment was given to the 
boys The school and the extensive garden were 
tastefully decorated anda grand féte was held on 
this occasion. A few days previous to this fétea 
troop of school-boys from Russia were 1n Paris to see 
their Ally’s Capital and they were cordially invited to 
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this gathering, They showed their true feelings to- 
wards their Ally by exchanging their school antform 
caps at the time of giving three cheers for the 
school. Their mutual feelings were so great that I 
was struck at the sight which showed how true 
the feelings of these young generations are towards 
each other. 


There are many other schools, Government and 
Private, in Paris and its suburbs such as Lycée 
Lakanal, &c., &c., where boys get equally good 
education, 


INSTITUT DE FRANCE. 


The “Institut de France” embraces five differ- 
ent academies: the Académie Francaise, the Aca- 
démie des Inscription et Belles Lettres, the Aca- 
démie des Sciences, the Academie des Beaux-Arts, 
and the Académie des sciences Morales et Politiques 
Each of these has 40 ordinary members, except the 
Académie des Sciences, which has 68; and all except 
the Académie Frangaise have honorary, correspond- 
ing, and foreign members, The great annual meet- 
ing of this institute, 1s held on October 25th in the 
hall of this institute which 1s ornamented by statues 
of French authors, scholars and artists, Each ordi- 
nary member receives a salary of 1,200 francs. 
Vacancies are filled by the votes of the members in 
whose departments they occur, subject to the appro- 
val of the Government, 
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The oldest 1s the Académie Frangaise, which 
originated about 1629 1n the meetings of a group of 
learned men who came together to discuss questions 
of hterary and scientific interest It received state- 
recognition from Cardinal Richelieuin 1634-35. Its 
main function 1s to perfect the French language by 
the revision of the Dictionaire de la Académie, and 
to supervise the publication of a Dictionaire Histo- 
rique de la Langue Frangaise, It awards prizes for 
distinction gained 1n various walks of life Among 
these are the two Prix Montyon, founded by the Baron 
de Montyon 1820, one 18,000 francs, being alloted to 
the person of French nationality who bas during the 
year performed the most virtuous action; and the 
other 19,000 francs to the author of a literary work 
published within the preceding two years which 1s 
considered the most useful to the cause of public 
morality Other smaller prizes being the total annual 
distribution of “prix de virtu” to over 50,000 francs. 
The prix Gobert, 10,000 francs, 1s awarded for the 
most eloquent work on the history of France. It 1s 
the ambition of every French author to become one 
of the forty members of this Academy, 


» The Académie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, 
is an offshoot of the Academie Francaise. It 1s 
chiefly devoted to the study of ancient and Oriental 
languages and to archzxological research such as 
inscriptions, coins, monuments, etc. It publishes 
periodical memoirs. It awards the Prix Garnier, 
14,000 francs, and an additional Prix Gobert. 
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The Académie des Sciences founded by Colbert 
in 1666, cultivates the study of mathematics and 
natural sciences Its publications consist of mem- 
oirs and Comptes-Rendus des séances, It controls 
the Prix la Caze, Jecker. and Petit d’Ormoy, six pri- 
Zes Of 10,000 francs each. 


The Académie des Beaux-Arts, is for the pro 
motion of painting, sculpture, architecture, and musi- 
cal composition It originated in the amalgamation 
of the Académie de Sculpture et de Peinture founded 
by Mazarin in 1648, and the Académie d’Architec- 
ture, founded by Colbert 1n 1671. It publishes a 
dictionary and awards various prizes to artists and 
architects This building of the Institut de France 
was used as a prison at the time of the Revolution- 


PLACE DE LA CONCORDE. 


The “Place de la Concorde” 1s the most beauti- 
ful and extensive square in the world and is known 
all the world over. It 1s situated on the bank of the 
river Seine, between the Jardin des Tuileries, and 
the Champs-Elysées In the middle of the 18th,cent 
the site was still a desert. Louis XV after the Peace 
of Aix la Chapelle, in 1748, ‘gratified’ the municipal 
authorities of Paris by permission to erect an eques- 
trian statue to him there. Thestatue which was of 
bronze was not set up till 1763, and its erection 
called forth some bitter epigrams (II est 1+ comme 
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a Versailles, Il est sans caur et sans entrarlles) 
The statue of the king was removed in 1792, its 
pedestal was occupied by a plaster statue of Liberty, 
and the Place was named Place dela Révolution 
In 1795 the name was changed to Place de la Con- 
corde, and after the restoration of the Bourbons, 
when it was proposed to erect an expiatory monu- 
ment here, 1t was known successively as Place Louis 
XV and Place Louis XVI, After 1830 the name 
Place de la Concorde was revived, 


Revolutionary Period, 1793-1794 . The guillotine, 
which began its bloody work during the Revolution, 
was erected towards the entrance of the Champs 
Elysées, near the Statue of Liberty, Each day at 
about six o’clock the file of the tumbrels entered the 
Place by the Rue Royale. Between 21st January 
1793, and 3rd May 1795, upwards of 2,800 persons 
perished here It must not be forgotten, however, 
that many of the executions under the terror tooh 
place elsewhere. For a short time 26th May to oth 
July 1794, the guillotine was removed to the Place 
du Tréne where some I 300 persons perished, many 
others were guillotined in the Place du Carrousel, 
and a few at the Bastille. So absolutely mechanical 
and swift was the action of the terrible machine, 
that forty to fifty persons were often executed in as 
many minutes, 


Louis XVI was executed in the Place on 21st 
January 1793, he was born in Versailles in 1754, 
became the king of France in 1774. Amongst late 
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victims were Charlotte Corday, Marie Antoinette 
16th October, Brissot chief of the Gironde, with 21 
of his adherents and Philippe Egahté, Duke of 
Orléans, father of King Louis Philippe In 1794, 
Hébert and his partizans, the determined opponents 
of a)l social rule, mounted the scaffold, the next vic- 
tims were the adherents of Marat and the Orleanists , 
then Danton himself and his party, Camille Des- 
moulins, and the atheists Chaumette and Anacharsrs 
Cloots and the wives of Camille Desmouhns, Hébert, 
and others, and Madame Elizabeth, sister of Louis 
XVI After the Guillotine was brought back trom 
the Place du Tréne, Robespierre and his associates, 
his brother, Dumas, St. Just and other members of 
the ‘comité du salut public’ met a retributive end 
here, a few days later the same tate overtook 82 
members of the Commune, whom Robespierre had 
employed as his tools. Lasource, one of the Giron- 
dists saidto hisjudges ‘“ Je meurs dans un moment 
ou le peuple a perdu sa raison, vous, vous mourrez le 
jour ou wl la vetrouvera”, (1 die ata moment when 
the people have lost their reasoning , you yourself will 
die when they have regained the same ) 


A fnghtful catastrophe took place in this square 
im 4773 at the time of the festival celebrated for the 
Dauphine’s marriage (afterwards Louis XVI.) with 
archduchess Marie Antoinette of Austria. On that 
day there were thousands of people to witness the 
fire works but through some mistake in the prepara- 
tions of the fire works, instead of bursting high up, 
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they burst in all directions in parallel lines; thus 
many people were severely burnt and dead and many 


injured, There was a great rush and uproar, many 


people were crushed. The official reports stated 133 
deaths, 1,200 severely injured, many of whom being 
dead later on. 


The Obelisk, which nses in the centre of the 
Place, once stood in front of a ‘Pylon’ or gateway, 
added by Ramses II (14th Century B.C.), to the great 
temple at Luaor ( Thebes) in upper Egypt. It 
was presented to Louis Philippe in 1831 by Moham- 
med Ali, Viceroy of Egypt. This is a monolith, 
or single block of reddish granite or syenite from the 
quarries of Syeine (the modern Asstian) It 1s 76 ft 
in height, and weighs 240 tons The pedestal of 
Breton granite is 13 ft, high, and also consists of a 
single block, while the steps by which it is approach- 
ed raise the whole 3} ft. above the ground. The 
hieroglyphics on the four sides narrate the deeds of 


Ramses II, The representation of the pedestal, 
refer to the embarcation of the Obelisk in Egypt in 
1831 and to its erection in 1836 at Paris, under the 
superintendence of the engineer J, B, Lebas. On 
two sides of the Obelisk are two magnificent bronze 
fountains one representing the Seas and the other 
the Rivers, Upon lofty pedestals around the Place 
rise eight stone figures representing the chief towns 
of France, Lyon, Marseilles, Rouen, Nantes, Lille, 
Strasbourg and Brest, Here we see the figure of 
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Strasbourg hung with crepe and mourning garlands, 
in reference to the lost Alsace & Lorraine. Hardly a 
Frenchman passes the statue of Strasbourg without 
a deep sigh of grief for the rich afd frurtful provin- 
ces that were snatched away from ther hands 
during the last Franco-German warin1870_ Inthe 
present (1914) war, severe fighting 1s gomg on in 
these regions and there 1s every hope of the French 
retaking these rich and fruitful provinces, Twenty 
bronzed rostral columns complete the decoration, 
The two tmposing edificies of nearly uniform exterior 
on the north of this square were erected 1n 1762-70 
for the reception of ambassadors and other distin- 
vuished personages. The one whichis now occu- 
pied by the Ministere de Ja Marine was formerly the 
‘‘varde-meuble” the store room of the royal effects 
and the other which was once the residence of the 
Marquise of Coislin in 1776 1s partly occupied by the 
‘‘Cercle de Ja rue Royale”. Opposite these two 
huge structures onthe other side of the river, is 
another huge structure the ‘‘ Chambre des Députés” 
Chamber of Deputies, 


“Pont de la Concorde, 1s the name of the bridge 
which crosses the Seine from the Place de la Con- 
corde to the Chambre des Députés, was built in 1790, 
the material for the upper part being furnished by 
the stones of the historical Bastille fort The pano- 
ramique view of the square during the day as well 
as night 1s magnificent, It 1s the most brilliantly 
hghted place in Paris. 
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PLACE DE LA REPUBLIQUE. 


“Place dela République” 1s the handsome place, 
formerly called the Place du Chateau-d'’- Eau, 
occupies the site of an ancient bastian belonging to 
the fortifications removed by Louis XIV. The cen- 
tre is embellished with a bronze statue of the Re- 
publique erected in 1883. The stone pedestal 1s 
surrounded with seated bronze figures of Liberty, 
Equality and Fraternity and adorned with twelve bas 
reliefs in bronze, Taking the oath in the Jeu de 
Paume; Capture of the Bastille, Renunciation of 
the privileges, Festival of the Federation, Abolition 
of the Monarchy and proclamation of the République, 
Battle of Valmy, Volunteers enrolling, Combat of 
the ‘‘Vengeur”, Resumption of the tricolor 1n 1830, 
Provisional Government of 1848, September 4th 
1870, National Féte July 14th 1880 — In front one 
sees a bronze lion with urn of ‘‘Suffrage universel”. 


PLACE DE L’HOTEL DE VILLE. 


‘Place de l’Hotel de Ville” 1s a place which was 
once named “Place de la Gréve,” a name that 
evokes many a tragic recollection Public executions 
took place here from 1310 to 1832, 


In 1572 after the massacre of St. Bartholomew, 
Catherine de Médicis, caused the Huguenot chiefs 
Briquemont and Cavagnes to be hung in this 
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Place amid the jeer of an enraged mob; and in 1574 
she ordered the Comte Montgomery, Captain of the 
Scottish guard, to be executed here, for having 
accidentally caused the death of her husband Henr 
II ata tournament at Place des Vosges in 1565. 
Eléonore Galigai, foster-sister, of Marie de Medicis, 
convicted of sorcery, was beheaded and afterwards 
burnt in this place in *617. In 1766 the Comte de 
Lally - Tollendal, Governor of the French Indies, 
unjustly condemned for treason, suffered the extreme 
penalty; he was followed, in 1789, by Foulon, general 
controller of finance, and the latter’s son-in-law 
Bertier, both hanged by the mob on the lamp posts 
of this Place. Among famous criminals, who have 
here paid the penalty of their misdeeds are Ravaillac, 
the assassin of Henri IV in 1610, the Marquise de 
Brinvilliers and ‘La Voisin’ the poisoners in 1676 
and 1682, Cartouche, the highwayman 1n 1721, and 
Damiens who attempted to assassinate Louis XV 


in 1757. 
PLACE DE LA BASTILLE. 


“The Place dela Bastille,” 1s the historical place 
where was formerly the Bastille St. Antoine, a castle 
enlarged from the Bastilia, an ancient fortified city- 
gateway, In 1369-83 by Kings Charles V and VI, and 
left standing when the old fortifications were swept 
away under Louis XIV, This fortress was after- 
wards used as a state prison, and those who were 
arrested at the time of unjust despotism by “ Lettre 
de Cachet” (a letter to secure one’s immediate 
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arrest ) were confined, These kinds of letters were 
procured atthe time, by Court favourites. This 
prison of odious memory attained a world-wide 
celebrity 1n consequence ofits destruction on the 
14th July 1789, at the beginning of the French 
Revolution. A rumour having spread that the 
regiments from St Denis were marching on the city 
and that the Bastille was about to bombard the 
Faubourg St, Antoine, the populace flew to arms. 
The Governor Delaunay, who had only a handful of 
men under his orders, could make no prolonged 
stand against the multitude, and both, he and his 


soldiers were massacred The fortress was razed 
to the ground 


The Place is adorned with a bronze monument 
“ Colonne de Juillet ’”’ which was erected in 1831, 
in honour of the heroes who fellin the Revolution 
of July 1830 There are names of 615 victims on 
it The monument rests on a massive round sub- 
structure faced with white marble. The square 
base which supports the pedestal of the column 1s 
adorned with allegorical bronzed medallions, show- 
ing: Justice, the Constitution, Strength, Liberty, 
Equality, and Fraternity. On one side one sees a 
a bronze lion in relief (The astronomical symbol of 
July ) and at each of the four corners a Gallic cock 
holding garlands. The summit 1s crowned by a 
gilded bronze Genius of Liberty, standing on a 
globe, holding in one hand the torch of civilization 
and in the other the broken chains of slavery. 
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There are under ground two chambers with the 
remains of the fallen, The victims of the Revolu- 
tion of February 1848 were also placed in these 
cnambers, 


The ‘ Place de la Bastille’ played a part also in 
the troublous times 1818, and 1871. Archbishop 
Affre was also killed here in June 1848, while exhor- 
ting the people to peace. In May 1871, the site of 
the Bastille was one of the last strongholds of the 
Communards, by whom every egress of the Place 
had been formidably barricaded. Opposite this 
monument on house No, 3 one sees an inscription 
with the plan of the Bastille, 


PLACE DES VOSGES. 


‘*Place des Vosges,” is a large square with a 
garden in the centre, erected by Henri IV. Its 
surrounded on all sides by wonderful old houses 
with steep red-tiled roofs and arcades running 
along under the overhanging first floors Richelieu 
lived in this square at house No 21, The tragedian 
Rachel died at house No. 13, Mme, de Sévigné was 
born close by, Henri II was killed inthis square 
during a tournament 1n 1565, by Comte Montgomery, 
Captain of the Scottish Guard, who was afterwards 
executed at ‘Place de l’Hétel-de-Ville” in 1574, 
by order of Catherine de Medicis wife of Henri II 
Victor Hugo the great poet lived in this square at 
house No. 6 which is now a Hugo Museum, 
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PLACE DE LA NATION. 


**Place de la Nation,” 1s a vast circular place with 
a magnificent fountain and a garden in the centre, 
surmounted by a bronze group, representing the 
‘‘Triumph of the Republic”; the figure of the Re- 
public stand on a globe borne by a chariot which is 
drawn by lions and conducted by Genius of Liberty, 
while on the two sides are personifications of Labour 
and Justice, behind is the goddess of Abundance. 
Formerly this place was known as “Place du 
Tréne ”, as a throne was erected here 1n 1660 after 
the conclusion of the Peace of the Pyrenees, where 
Louis XIV received the homage of the Parisians. 
On the site of the old ‘‘ Barriére du Tréne” one sees 
now two Pavillions surmounted by lofty columns 
and statues of St. Louis and Philippe Auguste and 
are adorned with bas-reliefs Many of the execu- 
tions under Terror took place here from 26th May 
to oth July 1794, when the guillotine was erected 
in this place where some 1,300 persons perished, 
The fair known as “Foire au Pain d’ Epices” 
or ** Gingerbread fair” held 1n this Place during 
Easter holidays, always presents a very lively scene. 
There are twelve fine avenues like the spokes from 
the hub of a wheel, running in different directions. 


PLACE VENDOME. 


‘“‘Place Vendéme,” 1s a large square surrounded 
by huge buildings with a monument “ Colonne Ven- 
déme” in the centre. This monument is erected 
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from the metal obtained by melting down 1200 
Russian and Austrian cannons, On the monument 
are represented memorable scenes of the campaign 
of 1805, from the breaking up of the camp at 
Boulogne down to the battle of Austerhtz This 
monument was overthrown by the Communards in 
1871, at the instigation, it 1s alleged, of Courbet the 
painter, who was fined and imprisoned for it. The 
column was re-erected under President Mac-Mahon 
in 1875, 


PLACE VICTOR HUGO. 


‘‘Place Victor Hugo,” is a circular place with a 
Beautiful bronze monument to Victor Hugo in the 
centre One sees the poet standing on a rock 
flanked by allegorical figures of Drama, Lyric 
Poetry, Satire, and Fame, the pedestal 1s adorned 
with reliefs. The poet’s death took place at his 
house No. 124 1n the Avenue Victor - Hugo just 
opposite the monument, now bearing a fine reliet- 
portrait of the poet above the door and a plate 
bearing a short inscription of the great poet. 


PLACE CLICHY. 


“Place Clichy,” is the historical place of the 
heroic defence of Paris against the allied armies in 
1814, with a monument erected 1n 1869. This colos- 
sal group in bronze on a pedestal adorned with bas 
reliefs, represents Marshall Moncey defending ‘Paris 
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with a dying soldier beside him In 1814 he com- 
manded the Paris National Guards, and directed the 
famous defences of the Clichy barricades. 


PLACE DE L’ETOILE. 


The ‘* Place de I’ Etoile,” in which stands the 
Arch de Triomph, is socalled from the star of 
avenues of which it forms the centre. It 1s a large 
circular place with twelve fine avenues including the 
world renown avenues, ‘Avenue Champs Elysees’, 
Avenue du Bois de Boulogne, and Avenue de la 
Grande Armée, with beautiful gardens, fountains, 
green turfs and tall trees. All the afternoon the 
greatest number of carriages are to be seen in this 
beautiful place 


HALLES CENTRALES. 


“Halles Centrales, ’ isthe Paris main whole-sale 
market, It isa vast structure, chiefly of iron and 
covered with zinc, There are ten large halls each 
containing a nurnober of stalls, The best timeto visit 
‘this market 1s in the small hours the wholesale 
business beginning at 3a m, and lasting till8, Huge 
consignments of food disposed of here represent the 
total consumption which 1s further swollen by the 
supplies passing through the various covered markets 
distributed over the city. The sight of the market 

at 4 a.m. 1s something to be remembered. 
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HALLES AUXVINS. 


§* Halles auxVins,” 1s the Paris whole- sale wine 
market where one sees huge heaps of casks of 
French wines, which gives a good idea of the 
quantity of wine. 


NOTRE - DAME. 


The cathedral of ‘* Notre- Dame” has suffered 
greatly at the hands of vandals, but still remains 
probably the most ancient burlding in the city of 
Paris The foundation stone was laid by Pope 
Alexander III, consists of three stories, exclusive 
ofthe towers It was founded in the year 1163 on 
the site of a still earlier church built in the fourth 
century and was consecrated in the year 1182, but 
was not completed until the thirteenth century, 


Until the year 1748 the western facade was 
approached by a flight of thirteen steps but owing 
to the raising of the ground on the Place du Parvis 
de Notre Dame the western doors are now on a 
level with the street. 


In August 1793, during the Revolution a decree 
was issued condemning the entire building to des- 
truction, but happily this decree was afterwards 
rescinded and only the sculptures were mutilated. 
On November roth inthe same year the church 
was converted into a ‘‘ Temple of Reason” and the 
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Statue of the Virgin was replaced by one of 
Liberty ; a mound was also thrown up in the midst 
of the choir on which burned the torch of Truth 
usurping the place of the ancient sanctuary lamp 
burning before the tabernacle, Above this mound 
rose a ‘* Temple of Philosophy,” adorned with busts 
cf Voltaire, Rousseau and others, On May 12 1n 
the following year the cathedral was closed and was 
not re-opened until the year 1802, when it was 
again restored to the purpose of Christian worship 
by Napoleon The church again suffered desecra- 
tion in 1871, when it was used asa military depot 
by the Communists. 


The Choir and sanctuary contains some very 
interesting stalls, with carvings representing scenes 
from the life of Christ and the Virgin’ The screens 
between the Choir stalls and ambulatory contain 
twenty-three stone reliefs 


The organ of Notre-Dame is reputed to be 
one of the finest in Europe. It possesses 6,000 
pipes and has five manuals, The choir 1s also noted 
for its excellent rendering of Plainsong music, 


THE MADELEINE. 


The ‘* Madeleine” or the windowless church 
of the Madeleine is probably the most fashionable 
church 1n the city, It was builtin the year 1764. 
Napoleon I wished to convert it into a Temple of 
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Glory, whilst Louis XVIII desired to make it an 
expiatory church with monuments of Louis XVI 
and Marie Antoinette The Western doors are 
worth seeing as they are cast in bronze, stand 
34% feet high and are 16 feet in width The 
subjects represent the ten Commandments are 
the work of Triqueti, The fine marble group above 
the High Alter represents St Mary Magdalene 
being borne into Paradise by two angels and 1s by 
Marochett1, 


The music of the Madeleine 1s very ornate and 
the church 1s noted for the procession which takes 
place outside on the Sunday within the Octave of 
Corpus Christi, when an outdoor altar 1s erected 
at the eastern end of the church, 


SAINT -EUSTACHE. 


This church of “Saint-Eustache,” 1s one of 
the finest and richest in Paris. Constructed 1n 
1532-1637 It presents a strange combination of the 
Gothic and Renaissance types It has a remarkably 
lofty nave and very strong flying buttresses In the 
year 1793 the church was desecrated along with 
many others, and the goddess of Reason was set up 
and worshipped within its walls during the Great 
Revolution. Two years later the church became a 
Temple of Agriculture The funeral of Mirabeau 
tock place here in 1791 after which his body was 
conveyed to the Panthéon 
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The organ of Saint - Eustache 1s one of the finest 
in Paris, and the church is specially noted for its 
Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, when it receives 
assistance from some of the best singers in Paris 


SAINT - ETIENNE- DU- MONT. 


The site of ‘Saint - Etienne-du-Mont,”’ 1s repu- 
ted to be the scene of the martyrdom of St Gene- 
vieve in the year 512. The church presents several 
very interesting features , the principal being the very 
rare one of an exquisite Rood Screen which was 
constructed by Biard in the year 1600, Another 
feature 1s the tomb of St Genevieve which 1s to 
be found in one of the Chapels to the nght of the 
chow. The sarcophagus 1s said to date from the 
time of her death, but archeologist state that it 
cannot be traced back beyond 1221. To the right 
of the church stands the tower of the former church 
of St. Genevieve, 


SACRE - CCEUR. 


‘ Sacré- Coeur,” with its magnificent clock 
tower 1s one of the most prominent landmarks of 
Paris and one of the wonders of Europe, it stands 
on the very summit of the hill and dominates the 
whole of Paris, The church was only opened tor 
Public worship in 1891, The cost of the church, 
over one million pounds ster!ing, has been entirely 
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defrayed by voluntary subscription, It possesses 
the largest bell in France, “ The Savoyarde” which 
weighs 26 tons and 1s second only to the great bell 
at Moscow. The crypt, which is a subterranean 
church large enough to hold several thousand people, 
is also worthseeing In front of the Basilica stands 
a statue of the ‘ Chevalier de la Barre,’ who was 
burned alive in 1766, at the age of nineteen, for 
impiety, (for not saluting a religious procession ) 


There 1s a funicular railway which runs up the 
hill at the entrance of this magnificent church, The 
facade 1s embellished with two sculptured reliefs, 
Christ and Samaritan Woman, and Mary Magdalen 
at the house of Simon. A Statue of the Sacré- 
Coeur adorns the niche over the main porch, 


LA SORBONNE. 


The church of the “Sorbonne” was built by 
Cardinal Richelieu in 1635 and contains his tomb, 
It 1s the only part of the original Sorbonne that has 
been preserved, The Cardinal’s Tomb 1s to be 
found in the right transept and is a very fine work 
in white marble executed by Girardon in 1694 It 
represents the Cardinal in a semi- recumbent pos- 
ture, supported by Religion, with Science standing 
by in an attitude of grief, Above the tomb 1s to be 
seen the Cardinal’s red hat, 
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The only services now held in the Sorbonne, 
with the exception of an annual memorial service to 
Cardinal Richelieu’s memory, are the sacred con- 
certs, which take place on Sunday monthly during 
the autumn, winter and spring Many of the finest 
singers assist at these concerts which are justly 
famed for their excellence 


ST. JULIEN LE PAUVRE. 


“Saint Julien le Pauvre,” although less beautiful, 
is one of the most curious and oldest of Paris 
churches and 1s at the same time very little known. 
Its origin dates from the sixth century, when it 
formed the chapel of a monastry which was visited 
by St Gregory of Tours The original building 
was, however destroyed by Normans, the present 
chapel dating from the tenth century It 1s with- 
out portal or tower, but the choir and side apses 
are interesting, after many vicissitudes, the church 
is now used by the Greek Church, 


SAINT ROCH 


The church of ‘*St Roch,” built in 1653 1s the 
finest religious edifice in the baroque style in Paris. 
{tis noted for 1ts music, There 1s a medallion of 
Corneille, died in the year 1684, and a tablet in 
memory of Diderot jdied in the year 1784 both of 
whom are buried in this church, There are paint- 
ings In the panels subjects of which are indicated 
by the names of the Chapels, There are some 
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statues amongst which there 1s also the statue of 
France’s best landscape - gardener Le Nostre, died 
in the year 1700. 


This church played a sinister rédle during the 
Revolution. As the tumbrels containing the vic- 
tims to be executed at the Place dela Concorde 
nearly always came from the prisons by way of the 
Rue St.Honoré The steps and portico of this church 
were among the chief points at which the mob 
gathered to cast insults and filth on the unfortunate 
captives, A woman of the people stood in the 
portico of this church as the tumbrel with Queen 
Marie Antoinette slowly passed on October 16th 
1793, and spitting into her hand cast the saliva on 
the Queen ; an incident that caused Marie Antoinette 
to loose for a moment her heroic demeanor of con- 
tempt. In the place in front of this church, extend- 
ing at that time as far as the Tuileries Garden, the 
Royalists who attacked the Convention on 5th Octo- 
ber 1795, placed their best Battallions Bonaparte, 
however, by a vigorous attack overwhelmed the sol- 
diers of the church, thus stifling the counter-revolu- 
tion 1n its birth. One sees the marks of his ‘ whiff 
of grapeshot’ on the pillars and facade of this church. 


ST. LOUIS - DES - INVALIDES. 


The church of‘ ‘St Louis -des - Invalides,” was 
built in 1670, It has galleries over the aisles The 
captured flags are arranged in two rows above the 
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nave, including Russian flags taken during the Cri- 
mean war (1854 - 86), Austrian colours captured 
in Italy (1859), Chinese (1857-60) and Mexican 
(1861 -65 ) colours, two German flags (1870) and 
several German flags of the (1914) war. On the 
30th March 1814, the evening before the entry of 
Allies into Paris, about 1500 flags, the victorious 
trophies of Louis XIV and Napoleon I, were 
burned in the court of the Invalides to prevent their 
falling into the hands of the enemy,—The menu- 
ments by the pillars commemorate former governors 
of the ‘* Hétel des Invalides,” and marshals and 
officers interred in vaults of the church, Here in 
“Chapelie Napoléon’ .we see memorials of the 
Emperor's tomb at St, Helena and of the transport 
of his bones to France in 1840, such as the copper 
sarcophagus used in 1840 for conveying the coffin, 
the pall that covered it, the Emperor’s death mask, 
a golden crown, presented by the town of Cher- 
bourg, and a reduced copy of the sarcophagus 


PERE-LACHAISE. 


‘*Pére- Lachaise,” 1s the largest and most 
interesting of Parisian burial- grounds, It is named 
after Lachaise, the Jesuit Confessor of Louis XIV, 
whose country seat, occupied the site of the present 
Chapel In 1804 the ground was laid out as a 
cemetery On entering oneseesa “monument aux 
Morts” which 1s one of the most touching inspira- 
tions of modern sculpture. The second monument 


74 


worth seeing is of Abélard and Héloise which re- 
presents the 1ll-starred lovers, and the third ‘ Monu- 
ment de Souvenir,’commemorating the dead that have 
noother monument, The tombs of some of the great 
men are to be seen in this cemetery. Felix Faure, 
President of the Republic , Sergeart Hoff, who dis- 
tinguished himself at the siege of Paris 1n 1870, Fr. 
Argo, the astronomer, Raspail, the famous demo- 
crat and physiologist, Chopin, the composer, this 
tomb 1s decorated with medallion and the figure of 
Music, Cherubini, Boieldieu and Grétry, the com- 
posers, Thiers, the celebrated statesman, La Fon- 
taine, of the tables, Moliére, the dramatist, Alphonse 
Daudet, the novelist, S, Hahnemann, founder of the 
homceopathy, Ludwig Borne, the Author, Béranger, 
the poet, Beaumarchais, the dramatist, Félix de 
Beaujour, the consul, this 1s a costly pyramid shape 
tomb, Em Souvestre, Honore de Balzac, Nodier, 
C Delavigne, the four well known arthors, Jean 
Reynaud, the philosopher and publicist, Mme Mho- 
lan - Carvalho, the singer, 


“Four Crématoire —” 1s the Paris crematorium 
situated in the same cemetery. It 1s surrounded on 
three sides by columbaria 1n the form of collonnades. 


The other two Parisian burial grounds are the 
Cemetery of Montparnasse and the Cemetery of 
Montmartre, 
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DELIGHTS OF SHOPPING 
IN PARIS. 


No matter in what country one may be, one 
thrills with delight at the prospect of a visit to 
Paris. And if the visit 1s timed to take place just 
before Christmas or the New Year what a vista of 
glorious opportunities for shopping opens up before 
one’s eyes. 


Paris 1s the Mecca of the shopper. Nowhere 
in the whole world 1s there such temptation to spend 
money as in Paris, and nowhere are articles so fasci- 
nating, so luxurious, and so temptingly set forth. 


For the wealthy, the Rue de la Paix 1s, of 
course, the centre of attraction, and no wonder, tor 
where does one find such a street of beautifully 
bedecked windows as this historical thoroughfare? It 
1s worth a visit to Paris to see the jewellers’ windows 
alone, for jewels are a speciality of the city. Itis 
not only the ‘* Fashion Market” to which migrate 
all the buyers of Europe and America but it 1s also 
the recognised head quarters of the pearl trade. 
The jewellers of Paris are famous for the delicacy of 
their workmanship, and the beauty of their designs, 
They are artists, and are just as worthy of recongni- 
tion as artists of the brush, The fans in Louis XV, 
and Louis XVI. styles are painted by masters, and 
those of real lace stretched upon mother - of - pearl 
handles are real masterpieces, 
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DAINTY PRESENTS. 


At this season of the year, again, presents often 
take the form of pretty boxes of perfumes, soap, 
and powder scented with a favourite perfume The 
stationers, too, have fancy notepaper and dainty 
Christmas cards with the timeworn but ever welcome 
Christmas greetings, intertwined 1in_ wreaths of 
flowers. All these make one wish to linger and 
examine them at one’s leisure. 


Visitors to Paris must be struck by the multi- 
tude of book-shops. They are not tucked away 
neatly in side streets, as in many other large cities, 
but occupy tmportant positions in the principal 
streets. Thus strangers can gather at once that the 
French are a book-loving and a book-buying nation 
Just before the New Year these shops are crowded 
with parents or friends seeking the latest work of 
their favourite author for presentation. All these 
and a great many other shops are waiting for a visit 
from those with money to spend, 


A great deal of money is needed for a visit to 
Paris if one does not wish to go away witha thou- 
sand desires unfulfilled. 


FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 


For children what joy can be derived from an 
afternoon or a series of them spent in the world- 
famed emporiums the “Louvre,” the “Bon Marché,” 
the ‘‘ Galeries Lafayette,” the ‘ Printemps,” the 
‘‘Samaritaine,” the ‘‘ Dufayel,” and the ‘“ Trois 
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Quartiers,” all have their special attractions in 
window decorations for the little ones They re- 
present for the most part scenes from fairy tales 
with which all are familiar, and shrieks of delight 
are heard on all sides as one after another the old 
favourites are recognised The aeroplane still re- 
tains its hold upon the juvenile imagination, but for 
the older boys there are scientific toys and electric 
batteries with which real experiments may be made, 
while dolls of all descriptions, with real wardrobes 
{illed with dolls’ clothes, kitchen outfits, perambula- 
tors and dolls’ cots appeal to the dormant maternal 
instinct of little girls, and performing bears, cats, 
dogs and birds are specially made with the intention 
of awakening the curiosity of the baby mind. 


CHRISTMAS DAY. 


As Christmas Day approaches, the Boulevards 
take on a new aspect, About the middle of the 
month of December wooden booths spring up 1n the 
night as if by magic all along the tree-bordered 
sidewalks, and by the ensuing evening the “ petits 
marchands” who are conceded the right to do 
business 1n this way have their wares displayed and, 
if the times be propitious, are driving a busy trade. 
The articles on sale range from nougat to alarm - 
clocks, and in “fat years” the astute and enter- 
prising salesman 1s able to make a considerable 
turnover at Yuletide, many hundreds of pounds being 
spent at the booths by great crowds on Christmas 
Eve alone, 
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By the time Christmas Eve has arrived the 
spirit of Yuletide has thoroughly permeated Paris, 
and be the weather wet or fine the Reveillon festivi- 
ties go with a swing which nothing short of a 
national calamity can hinder The restaurants, in 
preparation for the never-failng Christmas Eve 
rush, lay in huge stores of oysters, roast turkey, 
plum puddings and champagne, yet there 1s rarely 
more than enough food to go round. Long before 
the Night of Nights tables are reserved at the restau- 
rants for parties, sometimes at high figures, and 
those who fail to book their places 1n advance run 
the risk of being unable to obtain accommodation. 
The tables are appropriately decorated, and the 
joviality of Yuletide drives away all care for the 
evening and the following morning, for most restau- 
rants keep open until daybreak. At Montmartre, in 
particular, the round of merrymaking never lasts 
less than twelve hours Here all the restaurants 
are decorated with flags and flowers and in some 
cases a giant Christmas tree adorned with candle 
lights and tinsel finds a prominent place in the 
picture. Some hotels and restaurants show much 
ingenuity and taste in providing souvenirs for lady 
diners, Atone hotel ladies are presented with a 
gilt Chinese shoe filled with lilies of the valley and 
prettily decorated with ribbons, at another hotel 
they receive hand-painted muniatures and other 
costly gifts, while at a third an amusing novelty 1s 
provided in the form of an immense bandbox con- 
taining an ultra-fashionable imitation hat. Some 
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of the well-known Paris restaurants give a large 
reticule containing La France roses, and after 
dinner one sees a miniature battle of roses taking 


place. 


The season’s festivities in Paris do not cease 
until New Year’s Eve, when immense crowds turn out 
to ‘see the old year out and the new year in,’ Thou- 
sands of people make a pilgrimage to the heights 
of Montmartre and from the spacious terrace before 
the imposing basilica of Sacre-Cceur watch the light 
of a new year break over the city. At the midnight 
hour the sweet tones of the Angelus chime out from 
the church belfries, and, the watch-night Mass con- 
cluded, Parisians swarm into the restaurants of the 
boulevards of Montmartre, 


NEW YEAR’S DAY. 


On New Year’s Day “le jour de l’an,’ comes 
an exchange of presents. Not a fair exchange for 
the average middle-class Parisian has to give a 
good deal more than he receives, The concierge 1s 
in the habit of taking his ‘‘étrenne” and giving 
nothing, the “ porteuse de pain” receives a few 
francs and gives a “ galette”, the postman presents 
a small cardboard calendar, on which 1s also printed 
a mass of post office information, in exchange for 
pieces of silver; the café or restaurant waiter tenders 
a ten-centime cigar with a piece of red ribbon around 
it which must be redeemed at not less than a franc ; 
and a thousand and one other people unfailingly 
“turn up” on New Year’s Day for their “étrennes.” 
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The Christmas and New Year season is very 
quietly spent by the president of the Republic. He 
generally recognises New Year’s Day as his_ busiest 
day of the year, courtesy visits being paid from the 
hour of “petit déjeuner” onwards by Cabinet 
Ministers, Senators and Deputies and the members 
of the Diplomatic Corps in Paris 


THE QUEEN OF PARIS. 
A WORKING GIRL’S YEAR OF SPLENDOUR 


Every year there are a certain number of socie- 
ties of committees of ‘Quartiers’ of Paris who choose 
from among their pretty young girls the prettiest, 
and crown her queen Thus we have la Reine des 
Halles, la Reine de la Lyre d’Or (a musical society), 
La Reine des Marches decouverts, etc. The num- 
ber of queens chosen varies from year to year Any 
society or quarter can choose one, provided they 
guarantee certain expenses 


The elections of the Reines des Quartiers takes 
place at the beginning of the year, generally about 
the middle of January, and at the time of the elec- 
tion there 1s great excitement, but it is of the sup- 
pressed order, for after all, they are only the humble 
preliminaries to the great election of elections at 
which the Reine des Reines 1s chosen, 


This ceremony takes place in a Mairie or some 
official salon, and it 1s presided over by the presi- 
dent of an august and very popular committee 
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known as the Comité des Fétes. To begin with, 
the president delivers an address, and then, amidst 
the applause of the assembly, the various queens 
step on to the platform and turn themselves round 
so as to be seen from all parts of the hall, whilst the 
votes are silently registered When they have all 
passed this ordeal there 1s intense excitement whilst 
the jury count the votes, and finally the Reine des 
Reines 1s declared, 


The president then proceeds to fasten a blue 
silk scarf, with the arms of Paris embroidered in 
gold, on her fortunate majesty, and to present her 
with an enormous basket of white flowers, The 
other queens are also given a beautiful bouquet 
each, and then they group themselves with the 
president on the platform to have their photographs 
taken A banquet follows, of which, the chief 
feature 1s champagne, and after rising from this 
“refreshing fruit,” these dear, jolly, French people 
dance till morning till daylight doth appear. 


Then comes the coronation of the Reine des 
Reines, which takes place a day after, when there 
is more jollity, more dancing and more champagne, 


On the Mi-Caréme féte day, at twelve o’clock, a 
huge car, decorated with flowers, on which 1s seated 
the crowned queen of Paris, dressed in a beautiful 
gown and cloak given her by one of the big shops 
followed by a minor car containing the other queens, 
all alike dressed in royal gowns of less splendour, 
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drives in a procession through the principal streets 
of Paris. 


‘‘Mardi-Gras” and “Mi-Caréme” are the 
most favourite holidays of the Parisians and on these 
days these dear jolly French people throw on gentler 
sex and vice a versa coloured ribbons of paper and 
‘*Confettis.” Many of them exchange kisses and 
thus they enjoy themselves to their hearts’s content. 


“QUATORZE JUILLET” 


The best of all the holidays of the Parisians 1s 
the “ Quatorze Juillet (14th of July), their Repub- 
lic day when a grand féte 1s held on the favourite 
Boulevards and all the restaurants are nicely decora- 
ted and brilliantly illuminated, Band-stands are 
erected 1n all the public squares where thousands of 
people of both the sexes old and young areto be 
seen dancing amidst the sweet strains of the music, 
All the public buildings and monuments are nicely 
decorated with flags and flowers, and 1n the evening 
there 1s a grand illumination, and a grand display of 
fire-works. The most pathetic National anthem 
“La Marseillaise” is heard 1n every nook and corner, 
In the morning a grand military review 1s held at 
the “ Longchamps” plain. 


On the first Sunday after the “QuatorZe Juillet” 
there 1s a grand display of fire-works and the world 
renowned fountain of Neptune in different colours 
at 9 p. m.at Versailles. This memorable sight gathers 
thousands of people from Paris and abroad. 
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VERSAILLES. 


Versailles 1s a fine old town with broad avenues, 
quiet corners and an aspect of dignity. It 1s noted 
for its Royal Palace and gardens with the world- 
famed fountains. 


The Palace of Versailles, the celebrated resi- 
dence of Louis XIV, owes its origin to a hunting- 
chateau built for Louis XIII in 1624 Louis XIII, 
who was exceedingly fond of hunting, met with his 
first experiences in the field when he was but six 
years of age, At that time he was residing at Saint- 
Germain, the official Royal Palace of the Kings of 
France in those days. The attention of all who 
visit this huge Palace is generally drawn to the 
wonderful view obtained from the windows of the 
‘Galerie des Glaces,’ which overlook the Palace Gar- 
dens, one of the marvels of the reign of Louis the 
XIV These gardens were his great joy, as they 
were his own personal creation Not only did he 
accomplish the miracle of transforming marshy, 
wooded land into an enchanting resort, but with the 
assistance of le Nostre, Mansart and le Brun, he 
animated them in such a manner that the eye meets 
with pleasure in whichever direction it is turned, 
whilst one’s artistic feelings rejoice in the contem- 
plation of bronze and marble pieces of statuary, 
pretty basins and shady groves. The site from the 
‘Galerie des Glaces’ 1s absolutely unique and every 
detail within the magnificent frame 1s a thing of 
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beauty. These large magnificent gardens were visi- 
ted by the Royal members 1n carriages and sedan 
chairs, while the broad pathways were lined with a 
number of guards. The style adopted by the famous 
gardener ‘le Nostre’ is somewhat artificial. To the 
connoisseur they may appear too geometrical, but 
such was the fashion in the days of Louis XIV and 
le Nostre’s designs were freely copied all over 
Europe The artist’s conception does not lack 
grandeur and his general arrangement still pleases 
the eyes of visitors who are not over-critical Sym- 
metry 1s observed in the ensemble, but 1n the de- 
tails, one frequently meets with some very pleasant 
and agreeable variations It should be noted that 
le Nostre’s Gardens were made to harmonize with 
the heavy architecture of the Palace itself, and one 
should not lose sight of the fact that the notion of 
art, which prevailed under Louis XIV, has been 
faithfully adhered to by the celebrated landscapist 
As a matter of fact the style 1s French, and adaption 
of the Renaissance, the main ines of which were 
derived from the Roman parks Ata few yards 
distance in front of the palace one sees the ‘Tapis 
Vert’, (green carpet) a beautiful lawn which leads 
to the Bassin d’Apollon and the Grand Canal lined 
on both sides by statues and vases. 


“Orangerie” :—Two flights of marble steps leads 
one to the Orangery. Built in 1685, 1t 1s considered 
one of the finest pieces of architecture at Versailles. 
The orange trees number about 1,200, these with 
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300 other specimens, all in big cases, are during the 
summer months, to be seen in the gardens, The 
oldest orange-tree, called the Grand Bourbon, was 
acquired 1n 1523, when the property of Connétable 
de Bourbon was confiscated. It was planted, by 
Blanche de Navarre, in 1421. So that it 1s nearly 
500 years old. It has been at Versailles since 1664, 
when Louis XIV had 1t brought from Fontasnebleau, 
In 1685, the King purchased from Duchesse de la 
Ferté 20 orange-trees for 2,200 livres , they had been 
brought from St, Domingo, Others were brought 
from Flanders and a certain number from Fontaine- 
bleau. 


When the Siamese ambassadors visited Louis 
XIV at Versailles they expressed their astonishment 
at the great Monarch having had so magnificent a 
place built for “housing orange-trees”, Here in the 
central gallery one’s attention 1s drawn toa marble 
statue of Louis XIV in Roman attire This work 
was to have been erected on ‘Place des Victoires,’ 
Paris, in 1686 The head was mutilated under the 
Revolution and re-cast in 1816, 


On three sides of this magnificent gardens there 
are forests in their natural form Towards the end 
of September, when the stately old trees put on their 
russet tints, the scene from the terrace in front of 
the palace 1s one of unusual splendour, not untinged 
with melancholy, and has inspired poets like Alfred 
de Musset and Verlaine, 
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LES GRANDS EAUX 
(THE FOUNTAINS ) 


The fountains 1n the gardens of the Royal Palace 
are world renowned. There are a number of fountains. 
One will never forget the sight of these world re- 
nowned fountains playing. They attract hundred 
of thousands of people annually to Versailles 


“En face d'un parterre au palars opposé, 


Est un amphithédtre en rampes divisé. 

La descente en est douce et presque tmperceptrble ; 

Elles vont vers leur fin d'une pente insenstble ” 
(La FONTAINE ). 


“Bassin de Latone” —Thesteps ofthis fountain 
are of red marble adorned with gilded tortoises, 
lizards, frogs etc. These animals spout water against 
a fine white marble group, representing “Latona 
with her two children, Apollo and Diana” 


(Latona, daughter of Coeus, the Titan, and 
Phoebe, was admired for her beauty by Jupiter, whom 
she besought with her two children to chastise the 
peasants of Lycia for refusing her water. Jupiter 
metamorphosed them into lizards, frogs, etc.) 


On the two sides of this fountain there are eight 
vases, three representing a “Sacrifice to Diana,” 
three others a “Festival in Honour of Bacchus”, 
The other two vases represent ‘‘Mars on a Chariot 
drawn by wolves,” and ‘‘Mars seated on trophies.” 
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“Bassin d’Apollon” .—In the centre of this foun- 
tain which 1s one of the finest fountains of the Park, 
is a group in lead, commonly called ‘Le Char 
Embourbe’ (Chariot in the mire) It represents the 
Sun-God Apollo on his chariot drawn by four horses, 
and surrounded by Tritons, Dolphins etc, There 
are some marble statues around the fountain. 


‘“‘Bosquet de la Colonnade” .— The colonnade 1s 
one of the marvels of Versailles, It contains a great 
number of marble basins beneath a marble colonnade. 
There are thirty-two columns in multi-coloured mar- 
ble, in the centre of which 1s a magnificent group of 
marble “The Rape of Proserpine” by Pluto. On the 
pedestal are bas-reliefs depicting scenes of the Rape. 
The delicate marble arches are ornamented with 
numerous bas-reliefs When the fountains play the 
scene in the Colonnade 1s exceedingly pretty as the 
water runs into and from all the marble basins. 


‘*Bassin de Neptune” —1s the most beautiful 
and remarkable of all the fountains both on account 
of its sculpture and general decorative effects, Most 
of the sculpture dates from the reign of Louis XV, 
1739. On one of its sides one sees a long tablet on 
which are 22 ornamental lead vases with a fountain 
between each vase, From these fountains, as well 
as from spouts in the vases-—63 1n all- water rushes 
forth and falls into large shells and from them into 
the basin itself. There are three magnificent groups 
in the centre-—“ Neptune with Amphitrite seated ”’, 
“Proteus guarding the flocks of Neptune and reclining 
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on asea-unicorn” and “The Ocean’. At either end 
of the circular tablet 1s a Dragon bearing a Cupid, 
The jets of this fountain are 75 ft in height. There 
is an annual ‘Féte de nuit’ (night festival) at the 
Bassin de Neptune, with an Ulumination of the foun- 
tains and fireworks, at 9 P M. onthe Sunday after 
July 14th the French National Holiday. 


“Grand Canal” —It isa muilelong In the days 
of Louis XIV (1668) gondolas and other curious 
vessels used to cruise on the canal when fire-work 
entertainments were frequently given The King 
had a vessel with 32 cannons on board In 1679, 
the Republic of Venice presented the King witha 
gilded gondola which fourteen gondoleers used to 
row. These men used to reside at a spot at the 
head of the Canal called Little Venice, The name 
‘Petit Venice’ remains upto the present day. Under 
Louis XV the Canal was neglected From 1789 to 
1808 it remained empty. In 1811, Napoleon I and 
Marie-Louise went from Trianon to Versaulles in a 
gondola to see the fountains play 


There are many other fountains in the park, 
such as ‘Bassin du Dragon’, ‘Bassin du Mirror’ 
‘Bassin d’ Encelade’, ‘Bassin de |’Obélisque’, ‘Bassin 
de Saturne’ &c, &c, 


The ‘Grandes Eaux de Versailles’ which denom- 
ination 1s given to the simultaneous playing of the 
fountains in the Park of Versailles, generally takes 
place on the first Sunday in each month during 
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summer. All the fountains in the Park play simul- 
taneously with the exception of the world renowned 
fountain of the ‘Bassin de Neptune,’ This fountain 
plays for fifteen minutes only and at the time all the 
other fountains of the Park are stopped in order 
to give sufficient force and supply of water to it. 
The reader will get a good idea of the charming 
sight while these fountains play simply by the 
heavy water tax of francs 10,000 paid by the Govern- 
ment to the Municipality, each time, 


On a fine Sunday afternoon the sight of hun- 
dreds of people amusing themselves 1n their own way 
affords plenty of food for reflection to a foreigner 
who might be strolling there. Men all forgetful of 
their toils and cares, women shrieking with the 
hearty laughter peculiar to the French nation, girls 
in skirts skipping about, little rosy children feeding 
the ducks 1n the grand Canal, swans sailing about, 
parties of boaters rowing here and there on the 
green limpid waters, bands playing in a grotto of tall 
trees, birds replying to the sweet strains of the 
music- all these are a sight for the gods to enjoy, 


THE PALACE MUSEUM. 


The National Museum of Versailles comprises a 
very great number of works of art stretching over a 
vast period of French history, The Palace contains 
several suits of apartments, the general decoration 
of which has not been altered since the days of Louis 
XIV and of Louis XV. In 178g at the end of the reign 
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of Louis XVI and beginning of the Revolution, on 
October 5th and 6th, the Royal Palace was invaded 
by the people of Paris when the King and Queen 
put to flight. After 1789, Versailles was no longer 
to be the residence of the Kiggs of France The 
Royal furniture was sold by the Convention, which 
was the Kevolutionary Assembly that claimed the 
First Republic and sentenced Louis XVI to death 
From 1804-1814 Napoleon I had the palace restored 
in various parts, From 1815-1830 Louis XVIIT and 
Charles X had the facade of the Chateau and the 
interior paintings and gildings restored From 
1830-1848 Louis-Philippe re-invested the Chateau 
with some of its former splendour It was chiefly 
due to him that the Museum was founded, much 
of the outlay coming from his own purse _ He spent 
nearly one million pounds sterling on Versailles and 
took a great personal interest in the establishment 
of the Galleries of Sculpture and Paintings. He 
was instrumental in housing over 4,000 paintings 
and portraits, about 1,000 pieces of sculpture and 
5,000 various objects of art On August 21st 1855 
Queen Victoria of England and Prince Albert were 
received with great ceremony, the fountains played 
and there were iJluminations in their honour The 
Emperor of the French and the Queen danced at 
the ball, and took supper in the Royal Box at the 
Opera, the floor of the house having been trans- 
formed intoa banquet hall. During the Franco- 
Prussian War, Versailles suffered greatly, although 
less than many other cities 1n the environs of Paris, 
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From September 19, 1870 to March 6, 1871, King 
William I of Prussia made the Palace his head- 
quarters, and on January 18, 1871, he was pro- 
claimed German Emperor 1n the Galerie des Glaces. 
From January 25, to January 28, Jules Favre, 
invested with full powers from the Government 
of the National Defence, visited Versailles daily to 
treat the terms of the Armistice with Bismark, the 
results of which was that the National Assembly 
(elected on February 8), which met on February 12, 
at Bordeaux, accepted, on March 1, the preliminaries, 
of peace which had been signed at Versailles on 
February 26. The German Army left Versailles on 
March 11, and the National Assembly held its first 
meeting on March 20, at the Chateau. From March 
8, 1876, until August 2, 1879, the Senate held its 
meetings in the Opera House at the Chateau. Since 
the departure of the Chambers, who transferred 
their assemblies to Paris, in 1879, Versailles has 
been exceedingly tranquil It little rejoices in a 
little political excitement on the occasion of a 
Presidential election. 


‘‘Galerie des Glaces” — 1s one of the finest halls 
in existence. It overlooks the Palace Gardens and 
was formerly used as a state ball-room, Seventeen 
large arcade windows give on the beautiful park and 
gardens The wall facing the windows 1s covered 
with mirrors 1n gilded niches, from which the room 
derives its name, Inthe days of Louis XIV some 
magnificent fétes were given in this Hall, among the 
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number being the marriage of the Duc de Bourgogne 
the reception of the Ambassador of the King o 
Persia on which occasion the throne was brought 
into this Gallery, It was here that King Williar 
of Prussia was crowned on Jan, 18, 1871; andi 
was here also that the Centenary ofthe Meeting o! 
the States-General was solemnly celebrated on 
May 5, 1889, by President Carnot surrounded by 
high State dignitaries. 


‘“‘ Gallerie des Batailles” — This famous Gallery 
is lighted from above and most elaborately decorated. 
The ceiling 1s supported in the centre and at the ex 
tremities by groups cf columns’ The hall contains 
80 busts of Princes of the Royal blood, of Admirals 
Conneétables, Marshals of France — all celebrated 
warriors killed in battle, 


In the window recesses are bronZe plates with 
golden letters inscribed on them with the names of all 
military celebrities killed in the field and the battle 
in which they perished, This long list which does 
not comprise officers of a lower rank than Brigadier 
General commences with Robert le Fort, comte 
l’ Outre-Maing who died in 966, and 1s continuec 
until 1871. On canvases of very large dimension: 
are reproductions of the most prominent events 1r 
French military history. In the collection are the 
following, by well-known artists- Battle of Rivoli 
Battle of Bouvines, Battle of Taillebourg, Henri IV 
entering Paris, Battle of La Marsaulle, Battle o 
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Téna, Battle of Austerlitz, Battle of Freidland, 
Battle of Wagram, Battle of Fontenoy, Patrie, an 
episode of the war of 1870 (This immense canvas 
commemorates, symbolically, the war of 1870, On 
a pale grey sky background, a cuirassier mortally 
wounded, supported by companions at arms, em- 
braces the tricolour flag ) 


There are many other galleries worth inspecting 
relating to the History of I’rance, especially that of 
the Revolution, with original paintings and portraits 
illustrating the period 


“ The Apartments of the King and of the 
Queen”’:— These Apartments occupy, with the 
Grand Salons, the first floor of the Main Edifice. 
The decoration of these Apartments 1s very beauti- 
ful and remains almost entirely unchanged since the 
days of Louis XITV-_ Both the Apartments of the 
King and those of the Queen are composed of a suit 
of Grand Apartments and a suit of small Apart- 
ments. 


‘*Salle des Gardes de la Reine” —( Queen’s 
Guards’ Room ) This 1s oneof the historical Cham- 
bers of the Palace. On the night of Oct. 6, 1789, 
when a huge crowd of men and women from Paris 
invaded the Chateau to bring back to the capital 
the “ boulanger, la boulangére et le petit mitron” 
(the baker, the baker’s wife, and the baker's son 
nicknames given to Louis XVI, Marie - Antoinette 
and the Dauphin ) and went up the Marble Staur- 
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case to the first floor of the Palace, threatening to 
invade the Queen’s Apartments, a guard who was 
watching in this room cried out; ‘ Sauvez la 
Reine, ses jours sont en danger” (Save the Queen, 
her life is in danger,” ) The chambermaids opened 
the door of this Room which communicates with 
an adjoining Room and they shut and locked it 
promptly when they heard the cry of distress from 
the guardsman defending it, The latter was knock- 
ed down and left for dead, The crowd, armed with 
lances and other weapons, played havoc with the 
furniture etc 


This Bed-Room was occupied by three Queens, 
Marie - Thérese, Marie Leczinska and Marie- An- 
toinette. The Duchesse de Bourgogne died here 
All the children of Marie - Antoinette were born in 
this room 


In one of the rooms of this small Apartment 
one sees on a table, between windows, tools used by 
Louis XVI. This King used to busy himself with 
all that pertained to the locksmith’s art 


GRAND TRIANON. 


*‘ Grand Trianon” is a handsome Palace cf one 
story erected by Louis XIV who was fond of coming 
here and entertaining a select circle with dinners, 
balls, sports and comedies. ‘The attractive interior 
is adorned with paintings and other works of art. 
The Salon des Glaces contains a large round table 
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with a top made of a single piece of oak. In this 
hall Marshal Bazaine was tried and found guilty of 
treason, the Duc d’Aumale presiding, 1n 1873. 

In 1694, the King slept at the Grand Trianon for 
the first time, which, henceforth, was considered a 
Royal residence. On Dec. 17, 1697, festivities were 
held in honour of the marriage of the Princesse de 
Savoie. The King and Queen of England were 
present at the ceremony An operatic performance 
was giveninthe Salle des Comédte. On August 
11, 1715 Louis XIV visited for the last time the 
Grand Trianon, The King died three weeks later. 
The Palace was much neglected during the days of 
the Revolution. In 1805 Napoleon made many 
changes 1n the Grand Trianon; he placed various 
objects of art offered him by the Czar after the 
Treaty of Tilsitt After his divorce from Joséphine, 
who retired to the Chateau de la Malmaison, Napo- 
deon spent several days at Trianon. 


PETIT TRIANON. 


** Petit Trianon” with its magnificent garden 
was built by order of Louis XV, 1n 1766. This 
small Palace was a favourite resort, at 2 later date, of 
Marie-Antoinette The Empress Marie-Louise also 
stayed there sometimes’ It 1s decorated in the 
Louis XV style with the excepticn of a few rooms 
which were altered for Marie - Antoinette In April 
1774 Louis XV fell ill at the Petit Trianon and died 
at Versailles on May 14,1775. In the same year 
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Louis XVI presented the Petit Trianon to Marie - 
Antoinette who had the gardens embellished by her 
architect, Mique, who dug little rivers and lakes, 
and burlt the rustic houses known as the Hameau 
( Hamlet). He also built a ‘Temple de 1’ Amour’ 
(Temple of love,) with a beautiful colonade and 
“Cupid carving a bow in Hercules’ Mace” Marie- 
Antoinette grew very fond of the Petit Trianon. 
She would come here to rest herself from the Court 
hfe at Versailles and its etiquette which she detes- 
ted; so much so that, at the present day, the 
names of Marie- Antoinette and the Petit Trianon 
are always linked together, The Queen was to be 
seen 1n the Petit Trianon during the summer months 
ina plain cambric muslin dress anda straw hat 
with Madame Lamballe and other friends also 
stmply attired. 


“The Hamlet of Marie - Antoinette” .—The 
Hamlet, 1s composed of ten rustic cottages grouped 
round an artificial lake witha little river, rocks, 
bridges, etc The gardens and their contents have 
not changed, Here 1s Marie - Antoinette’s little 
village with its ‘‘ Maison du Seigneur,’ its baliff’s 
house, a ‘’presbytére’’ or vicarage, a “mill,” a 
‘*boudoir,” a ‘“dairy-house,” a “tour de Marl- 
borough,” named after the famous Duke,’ with 
staircase covered with flowers, a ‘ keeper’s house,” 
and, further on, a ‘‘ farm - house” where the Queen 
had a fine herd of Swiss cows who grazed in the 
neighbouring fields, In this worth seeing beautifu] 
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village, Monsieur (afterwards Louis XVIII), was 
the ‘‘School -master’’; Louis the XVI was the 
“Maller,” the Queen being the “ Dairy - maid,”’ 


MUSEE DES VOITURES. 


‘* Musée des Voitures” 1s the museum of State 
carriages, most of which bear names of precious 
stones, The ‘‘Opale” was used by Napoleon I, 
both, as First Consul and at his coronation. It has 
not served since it conveyed Josephine to Mal- 
maison after her divorce The “ Topaze” carriage 
was built under the First Empire and used by 
Napoleon I and Marie - Louise, on the occasion of 
their marriage (1810 ) Coronation carriage of 
Charles X, 1825 ( restored by Napoleon IIi for the 
baptism of the Prince Imperial), Carriage used 1n 
1821 at the baptism of the Duc de Bordeaux (who 
became the Comte de Chambord ) and also at the 
marriage of Napoleon III and Empress Eugenie 
{ 1853). Carnage used at the baptism of the King 
of Rome The carriage of the President of the 
Republic, used by the Czar and Czarinain Paris, 
1896. In the different parts of this little Museum 
is a collection of richly adorned Louis XIV, Louis 
XV, and Second Empire harness, Also the tour 
sledges of Marie-Antoinette, Madame de Pompadour, 
Madame de Maintenon and of Marie Leczinska. 
Here we also see the sedan- chairs of Louis XIV, 
Louis XVI, Marie Leczinska and Marie- Antoinette. 
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SALLE DU JEU DE PAUME 


“Salle du Jeu de Paume ’’ — This Hall, built in 
1686 used to serve asa Fives or Tennis - Court, 
hence its name’ = This Hall which 1s looked upon as 
the craddle of the French Revolution, was used as a 
studio by the painter Gros and also by the celebra- 
ted Horace Vernet who painted some of his finest 
works init. It has now been transformed into a 
Museum of the Revolution known as ‘ Musée de la 
Révolution.” A marble plate just above the door, 
bears the following description .— “ Dans ce jeu de 
Paume, le 20 Juin 1789, les députés du peuple, repoussés 
du lieu ordinatre de leurs séances, qurcrent de ne pownt 
se séparer qu’ tls 2” eussent donné une constitution a la 
France” :— (In this Tennis Court, on June 20, 1789, 
the representatives of the people, excluded from 
their ordinary place of meeting, took an oath not to 
separate until they had given France a Constitu- 
tion )— The story of the Great Revolution may be 
summed up ina few lnes.— The States - General 
having been convened at Versailles, m 1789, 1n order 
to discuss means of averting the bankruptcy of the 
nation, there was a disagreement between the three 
Orders of which these States - General were com- 
posed, the point at issue being the method of 
voting. The nobility and the clergy wanted each 
Order to vote separately, but the Third - Estate 
insisted that a single poll of the individual members 
should be held. Supported by public opinion, the 
members of the Third- Estate formed a National 
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Assembly and when the Council Chamber in the 
Palace was closed to them by order of the King, 
they adjourned to the Jeu de Paume where they 
took the oath mentioned above, 


On July 14, 1789 the Bastille fell and, on Oct. 6, 
of the same year, the Palace of Versailles was in- 
vaded and sacked by thousands of men and women 
from Paris, Inthe interior of the ‘Salle du Jeu 
de Paume,’ which 1s a very plain-looking room, of 
moderate dimensions, the names of all the mem- 
bers of the National Assembly who signed the oath 
are inscribed on the wall, the signatures being 
copied from the originals. On one of the walls is 
a reproduction, in camaieu, of the ‘‘ Oath of Jeu de 
Paume.,” 


There 1s a portrait of Bailly (Mayor of Paris 
and President of the Assemblée Constituante.) and 
twenty-one busts of leading members of the Third- 
Estate present at the meeting of June 20, 178g. 
Beneath a triangular entablure on the wall, and 
supported by two marble columns, 1s the same 1n- 
cription as at the entrance. In front of it 1s astatue 
of Bailly, reading the Oath. In show-cases in 
various parts of the hall are interesting engravings 
of the Revolutionary epoch. 
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FONTAINBLEAU. 


The Chateau or Palace of Fontainbleau occu- 
pies the site of a fortified chateau founded by Louis 
VII It was built for Francis J] The interior de- 
coration 1s much admired MHenr: IV and his son 
Louis XIII made considerable additions, but since 
that period it has undergone little alteration, It 
was a favourite residence of Napoleon I, but after 
1815 1t was much neglected, Louis-Philippe and 
Napoleon II1, spent large sums in restoring it. 


The magnificent gardens of the Palace with 
their lakes, fountains, statues and green turfs are 
the works designed by France’s best landscape 
gardener Le Nostre. 


The following are the historical associations 
attached to the Chateau — Francis Ff, _ received 
Emperor Charles Vat Fontainbleau in 1530. 
Birth of Henri ITI, on September 20, 1551 Marriage 
of Francois II tothe unfortunate Mary Stuart in 
1560. Louis XIII, son of Henr: IV and Marie de 
Médicis was born at the Palace in 1601 In 1602 
Henri 1V caused his companion-in-arms, Marshal 
Biron, to be arrested here on a charge of high trea- 
son, and to be beheaded in the Bastille a month 
later. In 1685, Louis XIV signed the Revocation 
of the Edict of Nantes, The Grand Condé died 
here 1n 1686, In 1690, James II, of England, visi- 
ted the Palace when in exile at St. Germain, In 
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1809, the sentence of divorce was pronounced 
against the Empress Josephine On april 5, 1814, 
Napoleon signed his abdication and on May 30, 
1837 the Duke d’Orléans, eldest son of King Louis - 
Philippe, was married at the Chateau, to the Prin- 
cess Helene de Macklembourg. 


“Chamber of the Emperor’s Secretaries ”*— 
Here are shown — the hat worn by Napoleon on his 
return from the Island of Elba, a lock of his _ hair; 
a branch of the willow-tree under the shade of which 
was his tomb at St Helena, a piece of the wood 
from which the lid of the coffin of the Emperor was 
made, fragments of rock and earth from the Emper- 
or’s tomb 


“Cabinet de l’Abdication”’ -—This 1s the room 
in which Napoleon signed his abdication in favour 
of his son, on April 5, 1814, on a small round table 
which 1s to be seen in the centre of this room. On 
a small tablet fixed to this table 1s an inscription in 
French — ‘* Le 5 Avril 1814, Napoléon Bonaparte 
signa son abdication sur cette table dans le cabtnet de 
travail du roi le deuxtéme apres la chambre a coucher a 
Fontainbleau”’ (On April 5, 1814 Napoleon Bona- 
parte signed his abdication on this table in the 
King’s study, the second room after the bed-room, 
at Fontainbleau ) 


** Act of Abdication” — 
“Les Putssances Alltées ayant proclamé que VEm- 
pereur Napoléon étart le seul obstacle au rétablissement 
de la paix en Europe, ’ Empereur, fidele d son serment, 
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déclave qu'sl renonce pour lus et pour ses successcurs, 
aux trénes de France et d’Italie et qu’sl n'est aucun 
sacrifice personnel méme celus de la vie qu'sl ne sost prét 
a fare aux sntéréts de la France,” 


(The Allied Powers having proclaimed that 
Emperor Napoleon was the only obstacle to the re- 
establishment of Peace 1n Europe, the Emperor, 
faithful to his oath, declares that he renounces for 
himself and for his successors, the thrones of France 
and Italy and that there »s no personal sacrifice, 
even that of bis life, he be not ready to make 1n the 
interest of France.) 


* Salle du tréne” :—( Throne Room), The 
construction of this room is attributed to Charles 
IX. It was at first the Grand Chamber of the King, 
The throne was first placed m this room under 
Napoleon I, It 1s divided into two sections. The 
crown 1n relief, on an azure ground, 2m the first sec- 
tion, accompanies the arms of France and Navarre. 
The four other crowns are supported by golden 
eagles. The second section takes the form ofa 
cupola, ornamented with fleurs-de-lis, monograms of 
Louis XIV, etc. In the centre of this magnificent 
room one sees a table at which the Princes of Blood 
and high officials took their oath of allegiance. 


“Galerte de Diane” or “Bibhothéque” :— 
(Gallery of Diana or Library) 1s the large hall 
over-looking the garden of Diana. Built under 
Henry IV, who had it ornamented with the mytho- 





? 


A 


ALLF DUt TRONE 


2 


$ 


— 


PALAIS DE FONTAINBLEAL 


be. meen Geis & IN hehe 


~~ 
. 


_ 
iota nether i ne 


iy TES eR, 





NAPOI FON Ter’ 


OULCHER BY 


C 


CHAMBRE A 


PALAIS DE FONTAINDTI EAU 


103 


logical legend of Diana, by A. Dubois; all that 
remains of the construction of the time of Henry 
IV are some of Dubois paintings, which are now to 
be seen in the Galerie des Assiettes, The Galerie 
de Diane was falling to pieces when Heurtaut;, 
architect, waS commissioned by Napoleon I. There 
are Over 40,000 volumes in the Library, which is 
adorned with paintings representing mythological 
scenes, the most remarkable of which are: ‘‘Diana 
invoking jupiter”; ‘ The Sacrifice of Iphigenia”, 
‘*The Family of Noibe’; ‘Aesculapius restoring 
Hippolytus to Life”, ‘* Birth of Apollo and Dia- 
na,” In the Salon adjoining the Gallery there 1s in 
a glass case a facimile of the act of abdication of 
Napoleon I, 


*‘Chambre a Couches de Napoléon I” :—is the 
bed-room of Napoleon I, with a handsome chimney- 
piece of the time of Louis XVI, Napoleon’s bed, the 
cradle of the King of Rome adorned with a figure 
of victory, and fine furniture and bronzes. 


‘Salon Louis XIII” -—One of the most beauti- 
ful rooms in the Palace. It was formerly called 
Grand Cabinet du Roi, or Chambre Ovale. It was 
the bed-room of Marie de Médicis and 1n it she gave 
birth to Louis XIII (1601). This Salon was built by 
Frangois I, and restored in 1837, Ambroise Dubois 
painted thirteen pictures for the chamber, They 
represent the Love of Theagenes and Charicles, 
Three of them were transferred to the Salon des 
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Aides -de+ Camp, when the doors of the Salon were 
widened in order to allow the ladies to pass with 
their voluminous dresses The furniture 1s of Louis 
XIII period There isa murror of Venetian glass, 
said to be the first one of 1ts kind introduced into 
France There 1s also a beautiful ivory jewel-case 
said to have belonged to Anne of Austria, 


‘‘Galerie Henri II”, or ‘* Salles des Fétes” — 
This Gallery, the finest Room in the Palace, was 
built under Frangois I, and decorated by Henry II 
for Diane de Poitiers, It contains ten windows, 
the deep embrasures of which add much to the 
beauty of the room, they form veritable interior 
arcades Ceiling formed of deep caissons profusely 
embellished with gold and silver ornamentation, 
The Chimney - piece 1s handsome and monumental. 
Noticeable at frequert intervals amidst the decora- 
tions are the Monograms of Henri II and Diane de 
Poitiers, 


‘‘ Galerie des Fresques et des Assiettes ”.—This 
gallery owes its name to the curious manner in which 
Louis - Philippe had it decorated with 128 porcelain 
plates on which are views of Royal residences. 
The ceiling is ornamented with frescoes by Jean 
Dubois, a celebrated painter in the days of Henr1 
IV, Inthis Galiery 1s a remarkable jewel case, in 
Sévres porcelain, which belonged to the Duchesse 
d’ Orléans, with five miniatures by Develly, re- 
presenting scenes of the marriage of the Duc and 
Duchesse d’ Orléans (née Hélene de Mecklembourg)> 
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at Fontainbleau, in 1837. One scene depicts their 
‘* Civil” marriage which took place in the Chapelle 
dela Trinité; and a third their ‘‘ Protestant mar- 
riage’, which was celebrated in the Hall under the 
Galerie Henr1 II, 


‘‘Galerie des Cerfs” —This Gallery 1s orna- 
mented with numerous paintings representing the 
chateaux and parks of various residences of the 
Kings of France. This Gallery 1s only shown to 
visitors provided with a special permit from the 
Curator. It wasin this Gallery on Nov. 10, 1657 
that Queen Christina of Sweden, while a guest at 
the French court after her abdication (1654 ) in 
favour of her cousin Gustave Adolphe, caused her 
unfortunate equerry and favourite Count Manal- 
deschi to be put to death after a pretended trial for 
treason A tablet shows the spot where he was 
assassinated, The sword and coat - of - mail of the 
Queen’s favourite are shown. 


‘Musée Chinois.” The collection 1n this Chinese 
Museum is valuable and was begun after the 
expedition of the French inthe Far East in 1860, 
The following are the interesting and worth seeing 
articles in this museum, Elephants’ tusks, lacquer 
panels from the Coromandel Coast; Crown of the 
King of Siam; belt said to be worth I00,000 francs; 
jewel casket in Sévres porcelain and other pieces of 
precious jewellery; gold knife, fork and spoon, 
presented to the Siamese ambassadors by Louis 
XV and brought back from Siam by the French, 
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THE FOREST OF FONTAINBLEAU. 


The Forest of Fontainbleau — a splendid jewel 
set in admirable scenery—is said to be the most 
beautiful of all French Forests, 1t covers an area of 
about (41,940 acres). Some ofthe oak trees are 
26 ft. in circumference; there are some remarkable 
beech - trees, pines, sycamores, maples, etc. 


The Forest was primitively called Forét de 
Biére 1n the Middle Ages, 1n honour of Bioern 
Ironside, a Danish Chief, who, after devastating 
Normandy, planted his tents between the borders 
of the Forest and the town of Melun, in 835. The 
Forest was increased greatly in size by Frangois I. 
Several legends are connected with it. 


The Forest 1s greatly indebted to two men, 
whose patient and energetic work has rendered 
innumerable services to students and visitors. They 
are M, Denecourt and his successor, M. Collinet, 
Thanks to their arduous efforts and unceasing 
labour, we are able, at the present day, to admire 
an endless number of sites, beautiful trees and 
marvellous points of view, which, without them, 
might have remained undiscovered, perhaps, for 
centuries, In the years 1904 and rI91r much 
damage was done to the Forest by fires. Some of 
the beautiful oak trees were burnt, 


The Forest has always been a favourite spot 
with French poets— Victor Hugo, Baudelaire, 
Beranger, Alfred de Musset, Théophile Gautier, etc. 
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LA MALMAISON. 


La Malmaison, noted for 1ts Chateau, which was 
built in the middle of the 18th century 1s celebrated 
as the residence of the Empress Josephine, who 
withdrew thither after her divorce in 1814. Maria 
Christina, Queen of Spain, occupied the Chateau 
until 1867, and it was a favourite resort of the 
Empress Eugénie, In the Council Chamber, and 
Bonaparte’s Library we see old book cases with 
glass doors and asmall mahogany cabinet witha 
secret lock, 1n which the First Consul kept valuable 
documents, In the Billiard Room there are portraits 
of pashas brought from Egypt by Bonaparte 1n 1799. 
In the Empress’s Reception Room are Josepkine’s 
tapestry-loom, work-table, etc. The Salon de Music 
is the beautifully decorated music room’ with 
Josephine’s harp, etc. The dressing room, bath 
room and bed room of Napoleon and Josephine are 
on the first floor of the Chateau. 


In the pretty Park 1s the Allée de PExil, border- 
ed with laurels, where Napoleon bade farewell to his 
family before starting for St. Helena in 1815. The 
Cedar of Marengo was planted by Josephine to 
commemorate the victory of Marengo 1n '1800, The 
two Obelisks in the Park were brought from Egypt 
by Bonaparte. The Chapel in the Park was erected 
by Maria Christina with the arms of Spain in the 
window. The Park is beautified by an artificial 
cascace, 
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ST. DENIS. 


The town of St Denis1s chiefly celebrated as the 
burial place of the Kings of France Theimportance 
of the town dates from the foundation of its 
Benedictine Abbey by Dagobert I Nearly all French 
Kings are interred here with their families The 
monuments damaged during the trequent alterations 
of the church and more especially during the 
Revolution, were replaced in 1816 with the aid cf 
the fragments preserved 


When Pepin the Short took possession of the 
throne of France in 751 he sent Fulrad, Abbot of 
St Denis, to Rome, to procure the papal confirma- 
tion of his title Three years later Pope Stephen II 
took refuge here from the Lombards, and annointed 
Pepin’s sons Charlemagne and Carloman. Here in 
the presence of his nobles, Pepin handed over his 
dominions to his sons before he died. The Maid 
of Orleans hung up her arms in the church of 
St Denis in 142g. In this church, in 1593 Henry 
IV abjured Protestantism and in 1810 Napoleon I 
was married to the Archduchess Marie-Louise, 


Tomb of Louts XII (died 1515) and his consort 
Anne de Bretagne (died 1514). This 1s a_ shrine 
in the Renaissance style, with open arcades The 
King and Queen are represented twice below on the 
sarcophagus ina recumbent posture, and again in 
a kneeling attitude above, Beneath the arthes are 
statues of the Twelve Apostles, At the corners are 


109 


allegorical figures. On the pedestal are small 
reliefs of the entry of Louis XIT into Milan in 1499, 
his passage of the Genoese mountains in 1507, his 
victory over the Venetians at Agnadello in 1509, 
and their final submission 


Tomb of Henri II (died 1559) and his Queen 
Catherine de Médicis (died 1589), This tomb of 
white marble, 1s in the same style as that of Louis XII, 
with twelve columns and twelve pillars The 
deceased are represented twice: by nude marble 
figures on the tomb and by bronze figures ina 
kneeling posture above the entablature, At the 
corners are bronze statues of Faith, Hope, Charity 
and Good Works 


In the chapel to the right of the choir 1s the 
Monument of Bertrand du Guesclin (died 1380), 
one of France’s most heroic warriors in her 
contests with England In the left eye 1s indicated 
the wound which the Constable received in battle. 
The Tomb of his companion-in-arms, the Constable 
Louis de Sancerre (died 1402) 1s close by. 


Monument of Francis I (died 1547), with kneeling 
figures of the king, his wife Claude (died 1524), and 
their children on the entablature, and scenes from 
the battles of Marignano and Ceresole, 1n relief on 
the pedestal. This monument isin the same style 
as that of Louis XII, and 1s still more sumptuous. 


The central part, under the santuary, 1s occu- 
pied by the burial-vault of the Bourbons, which was 
formed by Henri II and now contains the coffins 
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of the following royal and princely personages*— 
Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette, Louis XVIII, Adé- 
laide and Victoire de France, the Duc de Berry and 
two of his children, Louis Joseph and Louis Henri 
Joseph, the last two princes of the house of Condé, 
lastly, Louis VII, and Louis of Lorraine, wife of 
Henn III, which were brought from elsewhere 


There are also a few indifferent statues, includ- 
ing a statue of Marie Antoinette, a kneeling figure in a 
ball dress, a statue of Louis XVI, a statue of Diana 
of France of the 16th century, etc. 


Musée Municipal is the museum in the same town 
occupying an old hospice _ It 1s chiefly composed 
of objects discovered 1n igor on the site of the 
church of the Trois-Patrons (5-6th century.) 


ST. GERMAIN. 


St. Germain. a quiet town noted for 1ts beautiful 
situation and healthy air, which as far back as the 
12th century caused to be a favourite summer resi- 
dence of the kings of France. 


The Chateau owes its name to a fortress built 
by Louis le gros tocommand the seine During the 
wars with England the castle was destroyed. It 
was restored by Charles V, but the present building 
dates from the time of Francis I, who here 
celebrated his nuptials with Claude, daughter of 
Louis XII, Henri II began another Chateau, 
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completed by Henri IV, but this was destroyed in 
1776, with the exception of the Pavillon Henri IV 
Louis XIV was born here in 1638, and he retired 
hither after the death of his mother, Anne of Austna, 
in order to escape from the uncongenial atmosphere 
of Paris, Finding the space inadequate, however, 
he constructed the sumptuous palace of Versailles 


The Chateau was afterwards occupied for twelve 
years by the exiled King James II of England, who 
died here in r7o1, and who 1s burried in the Church 
of St. Germain, situated opposite the Chateau 
The monument 1s simple in white marble, erected 
by George IV of England to the memory of James II 
It was restored by order of Queen Victoria. 
Nepoleon I converted the Chateau into a school for 
cavalry-officers, and it was afterwards used as a 
military prison. The restoration of the Chateau 
on original plans was begun in 1862 and com- 
pleted in 1908. 


The Musée des Antiquités Nationales, which the 
Chateau now contains, embraces an interesting 
collection of objects ranging in date from the down 
of civilization in France to the period of the 
Carlovigians, 


The Terrace of St Germain, beyond the castle 
and the adjoining “ parterre”, extends for 14 miles 
along the edge of the forest at a height of 200 ft. 
above the Seine It was constructed by Le Nostre 
un 1672, and commands a magnificent survey of the 
valley, the winding river and well-peopled plain 
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The middle distance resembles a huge park sprinkled 
with country-houses. 


The beautiful Forest of St Germain 1s about 
1,I00 acres in extent, being 6 miles long and 
44 miles broad. The main avenue leads to ‘* Les 
Loges”, a school for daughters of members of the 
Legion of Honour holding a rank of non-commis- 
sioned officers or a position corresponding thereto, 
Near it, s held the popular Féte des Loges, which 
begins on the Sunday after August 25th, and lasts 
ten days. 


ST. CLOUD. 


St, Cloud, a small town, rises in an amphitheatre 
on the left bank of the Seine, situated on the height 
above. It owes its name to a monastry founded 
here by St Clodoald, grandson of Clovis, and its 
ymportance to its Chateau destroyed in the war 
of 1870. 


The Palace was erected in 1572 by a wealthy 
citizen. In 1658 it was purchased and rebuilt by 
Louis XIV The Council of Five Hundred held 
thetr meetings there, when on ogth Nov, 1709, 
Bonaparte dispersed the assembly, and three days 
Jater caused himself to be proclaimed First Consul. 
Napoleon, when emperor, frequently stayed at 
St. Cloud. In 1815 the second capitulation of Paris 
was signed at the Chateau, and yn 1830 Charles X 
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issued thence the famous proclamations abolishing 
the freedom of the press, dissolving the Chambers, 
and altering the law of elections, which caused the 
revolution of July. St Cloud afterwards became 
the principal summer residence of Napoleon III. 


The Park of St Cloud 1s 970 acres inarea, In 
the lower part 1s the Grande Cascade, adorned with 
the r8th century statues of the Seine and the Marne 
Close by is a sculptured group from the pediment 
of the former Palace of Industry. The ‘Jet Génat, 
or great jet, to the left of the cascade, rises to the 
height of 138 feet The festival of St Cloud “Féte 
des Mirlitons,” held in the upper part of the park, 
lasts for five weeks 1n September and October 
Another annual féte takes place in the spring (first 
three Sundays in May ) 


The path ascending on the right of the cascade 
leads to the Terrace of the former palace, the ruins 
of which were cleared away in 1893 The plat- 
form known as the ‘‘Lanterne de Diogene” from 
a belvedere-tower, which was destroyed during the 
Franco-German war in 1871, commands a beauti- 
ful view, 


\ 
SEVRES. 


Sevres 1s one of the oldest towns in the vicinity 
of Paris situated on the left bank of the Seine It 
is noted for its celebrated Porcelain Manufactory 
which was founded in 1738 at Vincennes by the 
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brothers Dubois, assisted by a royal subsidy. Trans- 
ferred to Sevres 1n 1756, 1t has been the property of 
the government since 1759, and now (since 1876 
occupies a building in the park of St Cloud, with 
a bronze statue of Bernard Palissy in front of it, 
On ascending we see two bronze figures represent- 
ing Porcelain. 


The produce of the factory was at first con- 
fined to soft porcelain, and these early speci- 
mens ‘* Porcelaine de France,” or ‘* Vieux-Sevres ” 
were highly prized. In 1710 however, the hard 
porcelain of Dresden began to oust it from the 
public favour, but the timely discovery of a deposit 
of kaolin near Limoges soon enabled the French- 
men to compete on even terms. In 1769 the Chem- 
ist Macquer submitted to the ‘‘ Académie des 
Sciences’ the first successful specimens of hard 
porcelain produced at Sevres. Louis XV, the Mar- 
quise de Pompadour, and the Comtesse Dubarry 
took the keenest interest in the new departure, 
Under Louis XVI and Napoleon I. the fashion 
reverted to the more classic forms. Within recent 
times improved methods of manufacture have given 
a new impetus to the industry. 


The Salon d'Honneur contains several of the 
largest vases made at Sévres (including the Vase 
Neptune, 1o ft. high) and four pieces of Goblins 
tapestry relating to the process of manufacture. The 
ancient and modern porcelain work of different 
ceuntries are well represented. The collection is 
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arranged in two galleries, Some of the cases con- 
tain specimens illustrating the history of the manu- 
facture at Sévres, 


A corridor on the groundfloor leads to the 
Workshops, A few rooms only are shown, but 
visitors are not allowed to see much of the process 
of manufacture. 


ROBINSON. 


Robinson, a village charmingly situated at 
the foot of a wooded hill, 1s one of the pleasantest 
spots in the vicinity of Paris. It possesses nu- 
merous garden-cafés, some of which are of three 
floors, a music hall, a dancing hall, and a skating 
rink with platforms placed amid the branches of the 
large chestnut-trees, and in fine weather, especially 
during Sundays, it is thronged with pleasure-seekers. 
In the season on Sundays there are special trains 
from Paris. Many families come by automobiles 


The favourite excursion of Parisians here 1s 
either on horseback, asses, dog-cart drive, mail- 
coach drive, or on foot, The donkey-ride 1s an 
amusement much preferred especially by the stud- 
ents of the Paris Latin quarter, 


The upper reaches of the path as well as the 
house with a turret a little beyond Robinson com- 
mands an admirable view of the valley of Bievre. 
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ASNIERES. 


Asnieres atown on the left bank of the river 
Seine is a favourite resort for boating and other 
amusements 1n summer, Theresa little Chateau 
with paintings and sculptures In the Place du 
Gymnase 1s a War Monument (1871) 


Cimetiére des Chiens is the Dogs’ Cemetery 
situated on the Island of “Ile de la Recette ” (river 
Seine), with a nice garden and beautiful monuments 
over the tombs of Parisians favourite dogs On en- 
tering we see the huge monument of Barry a Saint 
Bernard dog, the dog 1s shown climbing a mountain 
with a child on his back and the pedestal bears the 
following inscription— 

‘<T] sauva la vie a 40 personnes, : 

Il fut tué par la 4leme” , . (He saved the 
life of 40 people and was killed by the 41st.) 


There 1s also a remarkable monument for the 
Prince Colibri, the dog who won the Ist prize in the 
Paris dog show in the year 1905 Over the tomb 
there 1s the monument of the dog ina glass case 
and ina frame four different photographs. On the 
pedestal there 1s the following touching inscription, 
Prince Coltbr1 Petit Cantche Blanc né en Mars 1904 
Premier Prix a Parts 1905 Mort le 9 Mars 19717. 


Je te vegretterar tout ma vie. 
Mme. W, F, 


There 1s also a special marked place with the 
graves of faithful police dogs. Quotations from 
Lamartine, Chamfort, etc, are inscribed, Pascals 
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runs thus ‘‘ Plus ye vots les homies, plus jg arme 
mon chien” Often on Sundays and daring the ant- 
versary days of their favourite ones, Parisians visit 
this cemetery and put flowers over their tombs, 
which shows how faithful they are to their dear 
departed pets. 


VINCENNES. 


The town of Vincennes 1s of 1mportance as one 
of the fortresses 1n the outskirts of Paris The 
object of interest in the town 1s the bronze statue of 
General Daumesnil (1777-1832), The attitude of 
the figure 1s an allusion to the anecdote that when 
the general, wno defended the Chateau in 1814 and 
1815, was called on to surrender, he replied that he 
would not do so till the allies restored to him the 
leg he had lost at the battle of Wagram 


The Chateau de Vincennes, or Fort de Vincen- 
nes was founded in the rath century, converted into 
asmall-arms factory 1n 1757, and refortified in 1832- 
44 and fitted up with an extensive arsenal, a school 
of musketry etc 


St. Louis visited this chateau frequently, and 1s 
said to have administered justice under an oak-tree 
in the wood, Many reigning sovereigns and other 
illustrious personages died within its walls Lours 
X (in 1316), Philippe V (1322), Charles IV (1328), 
Henry V., king of England (1422), Charles VI 
(1422), Charles IX (1574), Mazarin (1661). Charles 
the V was born there in 1337. Queen Isabeau de 
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Baviere retired thither. The Chatcau also was used 
as a State Prison from the days of Louis XI (1461- 
83) on-wards, Among others who have been con- 
fined there may be mentioned the King of Navarre 
(1574), the Grand Condé (1650), Cardinal de Retz 
(1652), Fouquet (1661), Diderot (1749), Count Muira- 
beau (1777), the Duc d’Enghien (1804), who was 
shot there for conspiracy, by order of Napoleon I,, 
the ministers of Charles X (1830), and the conspira- 
tors against the National Assembly (May 1848). 


The Donjon, 1n which state-prisoners were for- 
merly confined, 1s a massive square tower of five 
stories, with four smaller towers at the corners 


The Chapel with its tasteful Gothic fagade be- 
gun in 137g and completed in 1552, has recently 
been restored The lofty vaulting and the stained 
glass are worthy of notice The window at the end 
of the nave, representing the Last Judgment, in- 
cludes a figure (recognizable by the blue ribbon in 
her fair hair) of Diane de Potters, 


lhe Bois de Vincennes was laid out in 1860-67. 
It has an immense area and it consists of large 
tracts of woody growth in its wild and natural 
beauty. There is alsoa fine lake. There is a big 
plain in the Bois known as ‘‘Champ de Man- 
ceuvres, used for infantry drill, On one side there 
are large Barracks. At acrossway in the Champ 
de Manceuvres, rises a modern Pyramid, where the 
oak under which St, Louis administered justice 1s 
said to have stood, 
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CHANTILLY. 


Chantilly atown which was famous especial- 
ly in the 17th and 18th centuries as the residence of 
the Condes The ‘‘Chateau de Chantilly ” consists 
of two main divisions — the Chatelt or Capitain- 
erie, built about 1560, probably by Jean Bullant, 
for the constable Anne de Montmorency, and the 
Grand Chateau, built in 1876-82 1n place of the 
smaller Chateau destroyed during the Revolution. 
The present remarkable structure was designed for 
the Duke Henri d’Aumale, the fourth son of Louis 
Philippe, and heir to the last of the Condés, Un- 
der its roof the duke gathered the art-treasures and 
heirlooms of his family and the valuable collections 
of paintings, sculpture, furniture, and antiquities 
which he had amassed during fifty years, bequeath- 
ing at his death the building and its contents to, 
the Institut de France The Musée Conde, as it 1s 
now called, 1s one of the most important objects of 
interest in the environs of Paris, 


In 1632 Duke Henri of Montmorency, Anne’s 
grandson, was executed for his connection with the 
rebellious Duke of Orleans, and his possessions 
passed to his brother-in-law, Prince Henri II of 
Bourbon-Condé. Under Louis II of Condé, known 
as the ‘Grand Condé’ for his warlike exploits in 
Alsace, the Netherlands, and S, Germany, Chantul- 
ly became the scene of magnificent fétes, which 
was suspended by the banishment of Condé 1n 1654 
for his complicity in the wars of the Fronde, only 
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to be retiewed with fresh splendour after his return 
1 EDpO 

The Park was laid out by France’s famous 
landscape gardener le Nostre, The terrace 1s em- 
bellished with an equestrian statue in bronze of the 
Constable Anne de Montmorency, surrounded by 
groups of stags and dogs. 


The ‘Parc de Silvie’ contains numerous shady 
avenues affording beautiful vistas 


The ‘ Maison de Silvie’ 1s a 17th century hunt- 
ing-lodge, which contains portraits, tapestries, fur- 
niture, hunting-scenes, etc, 


The poet Théophile de Viau, condemned to 
death in 1623 for the ‘Parnasse Satirique,’ was 
here concealed by Marie Félice des Ursins, Duchess 
of Montmorency, whom he afterwards celebrated 
in his verses under the name of ‘ Silvie’ The house 
which was restored by the Grand Condé in 1684, 
was the scene of the romantic amours of Mlle de 
Clermont, sister of Duke Louis Henri, and M de 
Melun, who was killed by a stag while hunting 
in 1724 
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LA MARSEILLAISE. 


Allons enfants de la patrie 

Le jour de gloire est arrivé ; 
Contre nous de la tyrannie, 
L’etendard sanglant est levé (bis) 
Entendez-vous dans les campagnes 
Mugir ces féroces soldats ? 

Ils viennent jusque dans nos bras, 
Egorger vos fils, vos compagnes, 


REFRAIN 


Formez vos bataillons 
Marchons, marchons, 
Qu’un sang impur, 
Abreuve nos sillons, 


Aux armes, citoyens, 
t (bis) 
| 
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